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FINDINGS 
(As amended by the City Planning Commission at its meeting on April 14, 2022)  

 
General Plan/Charter Findings (Charter Sections 555, 556, and 558) 
 
1. Charter Section 555: The General Plan may be amended in its entirety, by subject 

elements or parts of subject elements, or by geographic areas, provided that the part 
or area involved has significant social, economic, or physical identity. 
 
The project site is located at 5041-5057 North Lankershim Boulevard and 11121 West Hesby 
Street along/near multiple major arterial commercial corridors, including Lankershim 
Boulevard, Magnolia Boulevard, and Vineland Avenue. The project proposes the 
redevelopment and replacement of parking lots and long-standing commercial buildings with 
a new mixed use hotel project. The Project is within the highly urbanized area characterized 
by a mix of uses within a range of building types and modern low- to high-rise buildings with 
commercial/retail uses, office buildings, hotels, and multi-family residences. Land uses 
surrounding the project site specifically include retail uses, residential mixed-use 
developments, multi-family residences, and other commercial uses. Immediately north, 
abutting the project site, are the Ava apartments, an approximately five story high, 156-unit 
residential-mixed use project with ground floor retail. The project site is centrally located within 
a long-developed and heavily urbanized neighborhood with a variety of other comparable and 
compatible developments in the vicinity. The project will situate a commercial operation on a 
major arterial roadway near the intersection of several arterial roadways. Lankershim 
Boulevard holds a significant concentration of commercial uses and taller buildings relative to 
other neighborhoods off of the arterial roadways; the proposed hotel, with 9,500 sq feet of 
restaurant and retail, will further contribute to the character and identity of this neighborhood 
hub and commercial corridors. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will permit an increase 
in floor area to allow a diverse mix of hotel rooms, high-quality restaurant and retail uses on a 
designated Community Commercial corridor, frequently visited by tourists and business 
travelers. Therefore, the project site and immediate vicinity represent a significant social, 
economic, and physical identity, and the request to amend the General Plan is appropriate 
and will further that identity. 
 

2. Charter Section 556: The action is in substantial conformance with the purposes, 
intent, and provisions of the General Plan. 
 
General Plan Land Use Designation 
 
The project site is located within the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan, one 
of 35 Community Plans which form the land use element of the General Plan. The project site 
is located within the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan Area. The project site 
is split-zoned with the C4-1-CA and R4-1 Zones. The lots along Lankershim Boulevard – with 
addresses from 5041 to 5057 North Lankershim Boulevard - are zoned C4-1-CA with a 
Community Commercial land use designation with corresponding zones of CR, C1, C1.5, C2, 
C4, RAS3, RAS4, P and PB. The unimproved vacant parking lot along Hesby Street – with an 
address of 11121 West Hesby Street - is zoned R4-1 with a High Medium Residential land 
use designation with corresponding zones of R4. Consistent with the C4 Zone, the proposed 
amendment to the land use designation and zone change will allow for retail uses and reduced 
setbacks across the entire project site. Additionally, the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
Community Plan’s Community Commercial land use designation Footnote 3 indicates the 
designation: “Corresponds to an average Height District No. 1 with a maximum of Height 
District No. 2”. The project site is not located within the boundaries of and is not subject to 
any other specific plan or community design overlay. 
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The project proposes to amend the land use designation from High Medium Residential to 
Community Commercial for the lot with Assessor’s Parcel No. 2353010017 located at 11121 
West Hesby Street (Lot FR 6 of Tract 7153), a Vesting Zone Change from the R4 Zone to the 
C4 Zone for the Parcel No. 2353010017 located at 11121 West Hesby Street (Lot FR 6 of 
Tract 7153), and a Height District Change from Height District 1 to Height District 2D across 
the entire project site. The proposed D limitation will allow a total floor area of approximately 
108,391 square-feet (4:35:1 FAR) for the project site, in lieu of 6:1 FAR otherwise permitted 
in Height District 2. As mentioned, the project proposes to change the land use designation, 
zoning, and height of the project site from the R4 Zone to C4 Zone, the land use designation 
from High Medium Residential to Community Commercial, the height from Height District 1 to 
Height District 2 for the Hesby Lot and a D limitation across the entire subject site. Therefore, 
the requested zone, height district, and land use designation are all permissible and within the 
parameters of the North Hollywood – Valley Village Plan, the project is in substantial 
conformance with the general plan land use designation. 
 
As mentioned, the project is located within the North Hollywood- Valley Village Community 
Plan, which is one of 35 Community Plans which together form the land use element of the 
General Plan. The project site is split-zoned with the C4-1-CA and R4-1 Zones. The lots along 
Lankershim Boulevard – with addresses from 5041 to 5057 North Lankershim Boulevard - are 
zoned C4-1-CA with a Community Commercial land use designation with corresponding 
zones of CR, C1, C1.5, C2, C4, RAS3, RAS4, P and PB. The unimproved vacant parking lot 
along Hesby Street – with an address of 11121 West Hesby Street - is zoned R4-1 with a High 
Medium Residential land use designation with corresponding zones of R4. Once granted the 
General Plan Amendment, vesting zone change, and height district change, the proposed 
mixed-use hotel is permissible through a Conditional Use entitlement.  The site is located 
within the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan area, and within the southern 
portion of the NoHo Commercial and Art District Overlay (NoHo Arts District) which focuses 
on the intersection of North Lankershim Boulevard, Vineland Avenue, and Magnolia 
Boulevard. As such, the NoHo Arts District is a highly walkable community with many existing 
restaurants, retail, office, entertainment establishments, and surrounding residential uses. 
The hotel, restaurants, and retail store will function similarly to the existing commercial uses 
within proximity of the site. 
 
Therefore, the requested zone, height district, and land use designation are all permissible 
and within the parameters of the North Hollywood – Valley Village Plan, the project is in 
substantial conformance with the general plan land use designation. 
 
Framework Element 
 
The Framework Element of the General Plan was adopted by the City of Los Angeles in 
December 1996 and re-adopted in August 2001 and provides guidance regarding policy 
issues for the entire City of Los Angeles, including the project site. The Framework Element 
also sets forth a Citywide comprehensive long-range growth strategy and defines Citywide 
polices regarding such issues as land use, housing, urban form, neighborhood design, open 
space, economic development, transportation, infrastructure, and public services. The project 
supports the following goals (and accompanying policies) of the Framework Element: 
 
Goal 3F: Mixed-use centers that provide jobs, entertainment, culture, and serve the region. 
 
Goal 3I: A network of boulevards that balance community needs and economic objectives 

with transportation functions and complement adjacent residential neighborhoods. 
 
Goal 7A: A vibrant and economically revitalized city. 
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Goal 7B: A City with land appropriately and sufficiently designated to sustain a robust 

commercial and industrial base. 
 
Goal 7C: A City with thriving and expanding businesses. 
 
Goal 7D: A City able to attract and maintain new land uses and businesses. 
 
Goal 7H: A distribution of economic opportunity throughout the City. 
 
The project proposes the redevelopment and replacement of parking lots and long-standing 
commercial buildings with a new mixed use hotel project. The project will maintain some retail 
use on the project site and will enable a new hotel to provide hospitality services to the North 
Hollywood – Valley Village community. The project site is centrally located within a long-
developed and heavily urbanized neighborhood with a variety of other comparable and 
compatible developments in the vicinity. The project will situate a commercial operation on a 
major arterial roadway near the intersection of several arterial roadways; accordingly, the 
project is compatible with the surrounding community and will not detrimentally impact the 
integrity of residential neighborhoods adjoining the project site. The project is a desirable use 
in this area and on a property designated for such uses. Therefore, the project substantially 
conforms with the Framework Element of the General Plan. 
 
Land Use Element 
 
The primary and most relevant element of the General Plan is the Land Use Element, which 
imposes zoning designations and development regulations for the entire City. The project is 
located within the North Hollywood- Valley Village Plan, which is one of 35 Community Plans 
which together form the land use element of the General Plan. The lots along Lankershim 
Boulevard – with addresses from 5041 to 5057 North Lankershim Boulevard - are zoned C4-
1-CA with a Community Commercial land use designation with corresponding zones of CR, 
C1, C1.5, C2, C4, RAS3, RAS4, P and PB. The unimproved vacant parking lot along Hesby 
Street – with an address of 11121 West Hesby Street - is zoned R4-1 with a High Medium 
Residential land use designation with corresponding zones of R4. Once granted the General 
Plan Amendment, vesting zone change, and height district change, the proposed mixed-use 
hotel project is permissible and consistent the land use element. As mentioned, the site is 
located within the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan area, and within the 
southern portion of the NoHo Commercial and Art District Overlay (NoHo Arts District) which 
focuses on the intersection of North Lankershim Boulevard, Vineland Avenue, and Magnolia 
Boulevard. As such, the NoHo Arts District is a highly walkable community with many existing 
restaurants, retail, office, entertainment establishments, and surrounding residential uses. 
The hotel, restaurants, and retail store will function similarly to the existing commercial uses 
within proximity of the site. 
 
The project proposes to amend the land use designation from High Medium Residential to 
Community Commercial for Parcel No. 2353010017 located at 11121 West Hesby Street (Lot 
FR 6 of Tract 7153), a Vesting Zone Change from the R4 Zone to the C4 Zone for the lot with 
Assessor’s Parcel No. 2353010017 located at 11121 West Hesby Street (Lot FR 6 of Tract 
7153), and a Height District Change from Height District 1 to Height District 2D across the 
entire project site. The proposed D limitation will allow a total floor area of approximately 
108,391 square-feet (4:35:1 FAR) for the project site, in lieu of 6:1 FAR otherwise permitted 
in Height District 2. As mentioned, the project proposes to change the land use designation, 
zoning, and height of the project site from the R4 Zone to C4 Zone, the land use designation 
from High Medium Residential to Community Commercial, the height from Height District 1 to 
Height District 2 for the existing R4 zoned lot on Hesby Street and a D limitation across the 
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entire subject site. The project site is not located within the boundaries of and is not subject 
to any other specific plan or community design overlay. 
 
With the exception of the requests herein, the proposed project is entirely consistent with the 
underlying zoning and land use designation; the project will comply with all other provisions 
of the zoning code. Although the project is seeking a zone change and height district change, 
the request is appropriate and is substantially consistent with the zoning regulations in the 
Community Plan. The request is entirely to enable the increase of building floor area; whereas 
the existing zoning regulations on the project site would permit a maximum building maximum 
FAR of 1.5:1 (in the C4-1 Zone) and FAR of 3.0:1 (in the R4-1 Zone), the requested 
entitlements would permit a maximum Floor Area Ratio of 4.35:1 as proposed. The requested 
“D” limitation, which will apply to the entire Project Site, will limit the FAR across the site to 
4.35:1 (approximately 108,391 square feet of floor area) in lieu of the 6:1 FAR otherwise 
permitted in Height District 2. The request is in conformance with good zoning practice 
because the proposed project would be substantially similar in size to numerous other 
properties and developments in the immediate vicinity.  
 
The adjacent AVA Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot 
mixed-use building with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and restaurant 
uses. North of the AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, is a newly constructed  seven story, 
87-foot apartment complex with 297 residential apartment units and 26,000 square feet of 
ground-floor retail. Located within a half mile of the subject site are two hotels, the Lexen Hotel 
and the Colony Inn. There are several developments near the project site that are comparable 
in scale and compatible in use, and thus the project would  be an appropriate development in 
this location. The project will maintain some retail use on the project site and will enable a new 
hotel with restaurant and retail use to provide hospitality services to the North Hollywood – 
Valley Village community. The requested entitlements would alter the existing High Medium 
Residential land use designation on the Hesby Lot to Community Commercial for the lot with 
Assessor’s Parcel No. 2353010017 located at 11121 West Hesby Street. The proposed hotel 
with restaurant and retail use is consistent with the Community Commercial land use 
designation. Therefore, because the project request substantially complies with the proposed 
zoning and land use designations governing the project site. 
 
The project is further consistent with the following goals and objectives of the North Hollywood 
– Valley Village Community Plan: 
 
Objective 1: To coordinate the development of North Hollywood with other communities of the 

City of Los Angeles and the metropolitan area. 
 
Objective 4: To promote economic wellbeing and public convenience through: a) Allocating 

and distributing commercial lands for retail, service and office facilities, with adequate off-
street parking in quantities and patterns based on accepted planning principles and 
standards; retaining viable commercial frontages with provision for concentrated 
development and redesigning underutilized strip commercial zoning to more appropriate 
uses; and improving the appearance of commercial buildings along the major arteries. 

 
Objective 6: To make provisions for a circulation system coordinated with land uses and 

densities adequate to accommodate traffic; and to encourage the expansion and 
improvement of public transportation service. 

 
Consistent with Objective 1 of the North Hollywood Community Plan; the proposed mixed-use 
Hotel project will further the development objectives of the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
area and surrounding communities as a major center of employment, tourism and lodging 
opportunities, dining, and retail services by providing a hotel and food service jobs in close 



CPC-2020-6950-GPA-VZC-HD-CU-CUB-SPR F-5 

proximity to major transit and other employment centers, including nearby office buildings and 
retail centers. Additionally, the proposed mixed-use hotel project is located in the NoHo Arts 
District within walking distance to dozens of entertainment and Community Commercial uses, 
including shopping and dining options. 
 
Consistent with Objective 4 of the North Hollywood -Valley Village Community Plan, the 
proposed mixed-use hotel project, with the support of the General Plan Amendment, Vesting 
Zone and Height District Change, will promote the economic well-being and public 
convenience through allocating commercial land and converting underutilized residential land 
for hotel, restaurant, and retail uses in quantities based on accepted planning principles and 
standards. The proposed project will include a hotel, retail use, a restaurant with outdoor 
dining on the ground floor extending up to Level two, a restaurant on Level seven, and ground 
floor retail space fronting onto North Lankershim Boulevard. Expansive floor-to-ceiling 
windows on all commercial uses as well as an outdoor dining area will help to activate the 
Lankershim street frontage. In addition, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will promote the 
economic well-being and public convenience by providing prospective hotel and restaurant 
guests the opportunity to walk to nearby shopping, dining and entertainment destinations. 
Nearby destinations including the Television Academy and Saban Media Center campus, 
Laemmle NoHo 7 Theater, Lankershim Arts Center, Storytellers Theater and a variety of small 
and independent theaters, galleries and restaurants that line Lankershim and Magnolia 
Boulevard. Thus, the proposed mixed-use hotel project creates a public convenience and 
amenity as it provides much needed hotel rooms, retail, and restaurant uses within an 
established community close to public transit, helping to alleviate traffic congestion. 
 
The proposed mixed-use Hotel Development, with the support of the General Plan 
Amendment, Vesting Zone and Height District Change, substantially conform with Objective 
6 of the North Hollywood- Valley Village Community Plan, by providing hotel, restaurant, and 
retail uses in a designated Transit Priority Area along a major transportation corridor 
(Lankershim Boulevard) in close proximity to retail, dining, and arts and entertainment 
destinations and in an area well-served by public transportation, including the Metro Red Line, 
Orange Line, and several MTA Bus Lines. Therefore, the proposed mixed-use hotel project is 
designed to coordinate with the existing circulation system and will encourage hotel and 
restaurant guests to walk, bike or use public transportation. 
 
Other Elements of the General Plan 
 
Although the Land Use Element is the most relevant element relating to the proposed project, 
the project is nonetheless in substantial compliance with the relevant portions of the other 
elements of the City’s General Plan, including the Mobility Element. The new mixed-use hotel 
will provide hospitality services and retail services to the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
community and valuable services for the region. The project will implement all required 
improvements along the project’s street frontages and will relocate and maintain the public 
alley, which will improve access and mobility for the community. The project will not 
significantly alter or impede mobility and will enhance mobility by providing enhanced and 
landscaped sidewalks and encouraging alternative modes of transportation by providing 
bicycle parking and services within an area well-serviced by transit. The project will also 
implement all required infrastructure improvements, such as utility improvements and 
connections, and will comply with all requirements of the applicable City agencies, including 
the Department of Water and Power and the Bureau of Sanitation. Therefore, the project is 
substantially compliant with the various elements of the General Plan. 
 

3. Charter Section 558: The proposed Amendment to the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
Community Plan will be in conformance with public necessity, convenience, general 
welfare and good zoning practice. 
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The project proposes to change the land use designation, zoning, and height of the project 
site from the R4 Zone to C4 Zone, the land use designation from High Medium Residential to 
Community Commercial, the height from Height District 1 to Height District 2 for the Hesby 
Lot and a D limitation across the entire subject site. This request will enable the development 
of the project and is in conformance with public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and 
good zoning practice. 
 
Public Necessity 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel substantially conforms with the General Plan and public 
necessity as it will provide sufficient floor area to provide for a high-quality mix of hotel rooms, 
commercial restaurant and retail spaces that will benefit the public and be consistent with 
public necessity. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will be a well-designed hotel offering 
125 guest rooms (including double queen, king and suites) and approximately 8,900 square 
feet of restaurant and retail uses that will be complementary to the existing commercial 
corridors along Vineland Avenue to the east, Magnolia Boulevard to the north, and by 
providing pedestrian-oriented project frontages along Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby 
Street. With the continued improvements and development of the North Hollywood – Valley 
Village Community Plan area as a major commercial hub for the arts and entertainment 
industry, and as the City of Los Angeles prepares to host the 2028 Olympic Games, the 
demand for hotels is expected to significantly increase.  
 
The proposed mixed-use Hotel Development’s conformance with public necessity is also 
demonstrated through its consistency with the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community 
Plan, which encourages new commercial and residential uses in proximity to existing goods, 
services and facilities. The project site is an ideal location for the proposed mixed-use hotel 
project as it is located on an existing commercial corridor, within 0.5 miles of multiple public 
transportation opportunities, within two miles of the Hollywood-Burbank Airport, and within 
walking distance of a variety of existing entertainment, dining, shopping, and employment 
centers including the Television Academy and Saban Media Center campus, Laemmle NoHo 
7 Theater, Lankershim Arts Center, Storytellers Theater and a variety of small and 
independent theaters, galleries and restaurants that line Lankershim and Magnolia 
Boulevards. Beyond the immediate walkable neighborhood, the project site is centered 
between several cities with major arts and entertainment employment centers such as Walt 
Disney Studios, Sony Pictures, CBS, ABC, Universal and Warner Bros. Studios in neighboring 
Hollywood, Burbank, Glendale and Studio City.  
 
By locating the proposed mixed-use hotel close to major transit, job centers, and shopping 
areas, the proposed project will facilitate new opportunities for business travel and tourism, 
increased interaction with the community, bringing more people onto the street and providing 
more customers for existing and future local businesses in the area. Construction of the 
proposed mixed-use hotel project will create temporary construction jobs, and permanent jobs 
will be created during operation of the proposed hotel, restaurants and retail space.  
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project promotes community revitalization by helping to ensure 
that the North Hollywood – Valley Village area continues to attract new businesses, tourism 
and economic development in the area in accordance with the goals and requirements the 
zoning and land use designation on the site. The implementation of best management 
practices such as a construction management plan and compliance with all regulatory 
measures and requirements of other City agencies will ensure that the project will minimize 
any potential impacts while providing for the public necessity. 
 
Convenience 
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The request will enable a new mixed-use hotel project that conforms with the provision of 
public convenience according to the General Plan. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will 
permit an increase in floor area to allow a diverse mix of hotel rooms, high-quality restaurant 
and retail uses on a designated Community Commercial corridor, frequently visited by tourists 
and business travelers. Furthermore, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will concentrate 
and active pedestrian-oriented frontages and uses with proximity to high-capacity 
transportation facilities and entertainment and employment centers. The location is centrally 
located in a heavily urbanized area and is well-served by transit, including multiple bus and 
rapid bus lines and a future subway station within walking distance. 
 
In the vicinity of the project site are a variety of uses including office buildings, retail uses, 
multi-family structures, restaurants, retail, and entertainment uses. The proposed mixed-use 
hotel project with ground floor community-serving restaurant and retail establishments will 
create new opportunities for dining, shopping and employment within walking distance to 
surrounding neighborhoods. Similarly, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide 
prospective hotel guests the opportunity to walk to shopping, dining and entertainment 
destinations throughout the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan area. 
 
In addition, the proposed mixed-use hotel project is located within in within a Transit Priority 
Area (ZI No. 2452) which is defined as, “an area within one-half mile of a major transit stop 
that is existing or planned.” Section 21064.3 of the Public Resources Code defines a “major 
transit stop” as a site containing an existing rail transit station or the intersection of two or 
more major bus routes with a frequency of service interval of 15 minutes or less during the 
morning and afternoon peak commute periods. Meeting this requirement, the project site is 
within 2,570 ft (0.48 miles), of the North Hollywood Station with connections to both the Metro 
Red rail line and the Orange Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line. The North Hollywood Station also 
provides connections to several bus lines including Metro Routes 183, 224, 237, 501 and 656, 
all of which have stops within 800 to 1,000 feet of the Project Site. 
 
The project location is in a transit rich corridor and in proximity to employment, retail, 
restaurants, and arts and entertainment uses will promote the use of transit and pedestrian 
trips in lieu of vehicular trips. Prospective hotel and restaurant patrons will have increased 
opportunities to access alternate modes of transportation, which will contribute to the goal of 
alleviating traffic congestion, greenhouse gas emissions and noise.  
 
For instance, the Metro Red Line North Hollywood Station is located less than one-half mile 
(2,570 ft or 0.48 miles) away from the Project Site. From the station, the Metro Red Line is the 
17-mile subway that runs from North Hollywood to Union Station in downtown Los Angeles, 
where it connects to the Blue Line rail and the Expo Line rail at the 7th/Metro Center Station 
and the Gold Line rail and Purple Line rail at Union Station. The North Hollywood Station also 
serves the Orange Line, an 18-mile Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line that traverses the San 
Fernando Valley with connections to Warner Center and Chatsworth from the North Hollywood 
Station. These Metro lines further connect to points throughout the City, including Downtown 
Los Angeles and the greater Los Angeles area.  
 
Vehicular access to the proposed mixed-use hotel project will be provided by a 20-foot public 
alley with an entrance from Hesby Street leading to a porte-cochere drop-off area at the hotel 
lobby and reception area. The porte-cochere will provide safe and convenient off-street 
loading and waiting area for valet and various rideshare services such as Uber and Lyft, as 
well as the entrance to the Development’s subterranean parking garage, providing 80 of the 
Project’s 85 automobile parking spaces.  
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In addition, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide a total of 48 bicycle parking 
spaces, thus encouraging less reliance on the automobile and resulting in a corresponding 
reduction in air pollution. All bicycle parking spaces will be provided on the ground-floor, with 
short-term spaces lining the Lankershim and Hesby Street frontages, and long-term spaces 
located around the Hotel’s rear entrance and drop-off area. Therefore, the project will support 
and enhance public convenience. 
 
General Welfare 
 
The mixed-use hotel project represents an urban infill development which will result in a 
moderate increase in intensity of use and scale. Such developments are desirable and 
encouraged in centrally located and heavily urbanized neighborhoods such as that 
surrounding the project site and promote sustainable development and good planning 
practice. The project has also fully analyzed all potential environmental impacts and the 
implementation of best management practices such as a construction management plan and 
compliance with all regulatory measures and requirements of other City agencies will ensure 
that the project will minimize any potential impacts. The project is a desirable use in an area 
designated for such uses and will provide a valuable service, and conditions have been 
imposed to minimize potential impacts on the community; therefore, the project supports the 
general welfare of the community. 
 
Good Zoning Practice 
 
Except for the requests herein, the proposed project is entirely consistent with the underlying 
zoning and land use designation; the project will comply with all other provisions of the zoning 
code. Although the project is seeking a zone change and height district change, the request 
is appropriate and is substantially consistent with the zoning regulations in the Community 
Plan. The request is entirely to enable the increase of building floor area; whereas the existing 
zoning regulations on the project site would permit a maximum building maximum FAR of 
1.5:1 (in the C4-1 Zone) and FAR of 3.0:1 (in the R4-1 Zone), the requested entitlements 
would permit a maximum Floor Area Ratio of 4.35:1 as proposed. The requested “D” limitation, 
which will apply to the entire Project Site, will limit the FAR across the site to 4.35:1 
(approximately 108,391 square feet of floor area) in lieu of the 6:1 FAR otherwise permitted 
in Height District 2.  The requested “D” limitation, which will apply to the entire Project Site, 
will limit the FAR across the site to 4.35:1 (approximately 108,391 square feet of floor area) 
in lieu of the 6:1 FAR otherwise permitted in Height District 2. The request is in conformance 
with good zoning practice because the proposed project would be substantially similar in size 
to numerous other properties and developments in the immediate vicinity. The adjacent AVA 
Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot mixed-use building 
with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and restaurant uses. North of the 
AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, is a newly constructed seven story, 87-foot apartment 
complex with 297 residential apartment units and 26,000 square feet of ground-floor retail. 
Located within a half mile of the subject site are two hotels, the Lexen Hotel and the Colony 
Inn. There are several developments near the project site that are comparable in scale and 
compatible in use, and thus the project would not be an inappropriate development in this 
location. The project will maintain some retail use on the project site and will enable a new 
mixed-use hotel to provide hospitality services to the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
community. The requested entitlements would alter the existing High Medium Residential land 
use designation to Community Commercial for the lot with Assessor’s Parcel No. 2353010017 
located at 11121 West Hesby Street. The proposed hotel land use is consistent with the 
Community Commercial land use designation. Therefore, the request substantially complies 
with good zoning practice. 

 
Zone Change, Height District Change, and “T” and “Q” Classification Findings 
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4. Pursuant to Section 12.32 C of the LAMC, the zone change and height district change 

is in conformance with the public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good 
zoning practice. 
 
The project proposes to change the land use designation, zoning, and height of the project 
site from the R4 Zone to C4 Zone, the land use designation from High Medium Residential to 
Community Commercial, the height from Height District 1 to Height District 2 for the Hesby 
Lot and a D limitation across the entire subject site. This request will enable the development 
of the project and is in conformance with public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and 
good zoning practice. 

 
Public Necessity 
 
The project proposes the redevelopment and replacement of long-standing commercial 
buildings and parking lots with a new mixed us project consisting of a hotel and retail space.  
The proposed mixed-use hotel substantially conforms with the General Plan and public 
necessity as it will provide sufficient floor area to provide for a high-quality mix of hotel rooms, 
restaurant and commercial retail spaces that will benefit the public and be consistent with 
public necessity. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will be a well-designed hotel offering 
125 guest rooms (including double queen rooms, king rooms and suites) and approximately 
8,900 square feet of restaurant space that will be complementary to the existing commercial 
corridors along Vineland Avenue to the east, Magnolia Boulevard to the north, and by 
providing pedestrian-oriented project frontages along Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby 
Street. With the continued improvements and development of the North Hollywood – Valley 
Village Community Plan area as a major commercial hub for the arts and entertainment 
industry, and as the City of Los Angeles prepares to host the 2028 Olympic Games, the 
demand for hotels is expected to significantly increase.  
 
The proposed mixed-use Hotel Development’s conformance with public necessity is also 
demonstrated through its consistency with the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community 
Plan, which encourages new commercial and residential uses in proximity to existing goods, 
services and facilities. The project site is an ideal location for the proposed mixed-use hotel 
project as it is located on an existing commercial corridor, within 0.5 miles of multiple public 
transportation opportunities, within two miles of the Hollywood-Burbank Airport, and within 
walking distance of a variety of existing entertainment, dining, shopping, and employment 
centers including the Television Academy and Saban Media Center campus, Laemmle NoHo 
7 Theater, Lankershim Arts Center, Storytellers Theater and a variety of small and 
independent theaters, galleries and restaurants that line Lankershim and Magnolia 
Boulevards. Beyond the immediate walkable neighborhood, the project site is centered 
between several cities with major arts and entertainment employment centers such as Walt 
Disney Studios, Sony Pictures, CBS, ABC, Universal and Warner Bros. Studios in neighboring 
Hollywood, Burbank, Glendale and Studio City.  
 
By locating the proposed mixed-use hotel close to major transit, job centers, and shopping 
areas, the proposed project will facilitate new opportunities for business travel and tourism, 
increased interaction with the community, bringing more people onto the street and providing 
more customers for existing and future local businesses in the area. Construction of the 
proposed mixed-use hotel project will create temporary construction jobs, and permanent jobs 
will be created during operation of the proposed hotel, restaurants and retail space.  
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project promotes community revitalization by helping to ensure 
that the North Hollywood – Valley Village area continues to attract new businesses, tourism 
and economic development in the area in accordance with the goals and requirements the 
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zoning and land use designation on the site. The implementation of best management 
practices such as a construction management plan and compliance with all regulatory 
measures and requirements of other City agencies will ensure that the project will minimize 
any potential impacts while providing for the public necessity. 
 
Convenience 
 
The request will enable a new mixed-use hotel project that conforms with the provision of 
public convenience according to the General Plan. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will 
permit an increase in floor area to allow a diverse mix of hotel rooms, high-quality restaurant 
and retail uses on a designated Community Commercial corridor, frequently visited by tourists 
and business travelers. Furthermore, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will concentrate 
and active pedestrian-oriented frontages and uses with close proximity to high-capacity 
transportation facilities and entertainment and employment centers. The location is centrally 
located in a heavily urbanized area and is well-served by transit, including multiple bus and 
rapid bus lines and a future subway station within walking distance. 
 
In the vicinity of the project site are a variety of uses including office buildings, retail uses, 
multi-family structures, restaurants, retail, and entertainment uses. The proposed mixed-use 
hotel project with ground floor community-serving restaurant and retail establishments will 
create new opportunities for dining, shopping and employment within walking distance to 
surrounding neighborhoods. Similarly, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide 
prospective hotel guests the opportunity to walk to shopping, dining and entertainment 
destinations throughout the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan area. 
 
In addition, the proposed mixed-use hotel project is located within in within a Transit Priority 
Area (ZI No. 2452) which is defined as, “an area within one-half mile of a major transit stop 
that is existing or planned.” Section 21064.3 of the Public Resources Code defines a “major 
transit stop” as a site containing an existing rail transit station or the intersection of two or 
more major bus routes with a frequency of service interval of 15 minutes or less during the 
morning and afternoon peak commute periods. Meeting this requirement, the project site is 
within 2,570 ft (0.48 miles), of the North Hollywood Station with connections to both the Metro 
Red rail line and the Orange Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line. The North Hollywood Station also 
provides connections to several bus lines including Metro Routes 183, 224, 237, 501 and 656, 
all of which have stops within 800 to 1,000 feet of the Project Site. 
 
The project location is in a transit rich corridor and in close proximity to employment, retail, 
restaurants, and arts and entertainment uses will promote the use of transit and pedestrian 
trips in lieu of vehicular trips. Prospective hotel and restaurant patrons will have increased 
opportunities to access alternate modes of transportation, which will contribute to the goal of 
alleviating traffic congestion, greenhouse gas emissions and noise.  
 
For instance, the Metro Red Line North Hollywood Station is located less than one-half mile 
(2,570 ft or 0.48 miles) away from the Project Site. From the station, the Metro Red Line is the 
17-mile subway that runs from North Hollywood to Union Station in downtown Los Angeles, 
where it connects to the Blue Line rail and the Expo Line rail at the 7th/Metro Center Station 
and the Gold Line rail and Purple Line rail at Union Station. The North Hollywood Station also 
serves the Orange Line, an 18-mile Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line that traverses the San 
Fernando Valley with connections to Warner Center and Chatsworth from the North Hollywood 
Station. These Metro lines further connect to points throughout the City, including Downtown 
Los Angeles and the greater Los Angeles area.  
 
Vehicular access to the proposed mixed-use hotel project will be provided by a 20-foot public 
alley with an entrance from Hesby Street leading to a porte-cochere drop-off area at the hotel 
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lobby and reception area. The porte-cochere will provide safe and convenient off-street 
loading and waiting area for valet and various rideshare services such as Uber and Lyft, as 
well as the entrance to the Development’s subterranean parking garage, providing 80 of the 
Project’s 85 automobile parking spaces.  
 
In addition, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide a total of 48 bicycle parking 
spaces, thus encouraging less reliance on the automobile and resulting in a corresponding 
reduction in air pollution. All bicycle parking spaces will be provided on the ground-floor, with 
short-term spaces lining the Lankershim and Hesby Street frontages, and long-term spaces 
located around the Hotel’s rear entrance and drop-off area. Therefore, the project will support 
and enhance public convenience. 
 
General Welfare 
 
The mixed-use hotel project represents an urban infill development which will result in a 
moderate increase in intensity of use and scale. Such developments are desirable and 
encouraged in centrally located and heavily urbanized neighborhoods such as that 
surrounding the project site and promote sustainable development and good planning 
practice. The project has also fully analyzed all potential environmental impacts and the 
implementation of best management practices such as a construction management plan and 
compliance with all regulatory measures and requirements of other City agencies will ensure 
that the project will minimize any potential impacts. The project is a desirable use in an area 
designated for such uses and will provide a valuable service, and conditions have been 
imposed to minimize potential impacts on the community; therefore, the project supports the 
general welfare of the community. 
 
Good Zoning Practice 
 
Except for the requests herein, the proposed project is entirely consistent with the underlying 
zoning and land use designation; the project will comply with all other provisions of the zoning 
code. Although the project is seeking a zone change and height district change, the request 
is appropriate and is substantially consistent with the zoning regulations in the Community 
Plan. The request is entirely to enable the increase of building floor area; whereas the existing 
zoning regulations on the project site would permit a maximum building maximum FAR of 
1.5:1 (in the C4-1 Zone) and FAR of 3.0:1 (in the R4-1 Zone), the requested entitlements 
would permit a maximum Floor Area Ratio of 4.35:1 as proposed. The requested “D” limitation, 
which will apply to the entire Project Site, will limit the FAR across the site to 4.35:1 
(approximately 108,391 square feet of floor area) in lieu of the 6:1 FAR otherwise permitted 
in Height District 2. The requested “D” limitation, which will apply to the entire Project Site, will 
limit the FAR across the site to 4.35:1 (approximately 108,391 square feet of floor area) in lieu 
of the 6:1 FAR otherwise permitted in Height District 2. The request is in conformance with 
good zoning practice because the proposed project would be substantially similar in size to 
numerous other properties and developments in the immediate vicinity. The adjacent AVA 
Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot mixed-use building 
with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and restaurant uses. North of the 
AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, is a newly constructed seven story, 87-foot apartment 
complex with 297 residential apartment units and 26,000 square feet of ground-floor retail. 
Located within a half mile of the subject site are two hotels, the Lexen Hotel and the Colony 
Inn. There are several developments near the project site that are comparable in scale and 
compatible in use, and thus the project would not be an inappropriate development in this 
location. The project will maintain some retail use on the project site and will enable a new 
mixed-use hotel to provide hospitality services to the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
community. The requested entitlements would alter the existing High Medium Residential land 
use designation to Community Commercial for the lot with Assessor’s Parcel No. 2353010017 
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located at 11121 West Hesby Street. The proposed hotel land use is consistent with the 
Community Commercial land use designation. Therefore, the request substantially complies 
with good zoning practice. 
 
Tentative “T” and Qualified “Q” Classifications 
 
The current action, as recommended, has been made contingent upon compliance with new 
“T” and “Q” conditions of approval imposed herein for the proposed project. As recommended, 
the Zone Change has been placed in temporary “T” and “Q” Classifications to ensure 
consistency with the amendment to the General Plan and the height district change to 2D. 
The “T” Conditions are necessary to ensure the identified dedications, improvements, and 
actions are undertaken to meet the public’s needs, convenience, and general welfare served 
by the actions required. These actions and improvements will provide the necessary 
infrastructure to serve the proposed community at this site.  
 
The “Q” Conditions limit the scale and scope of future development on the site and require 
that the applicant adhere to various development, design, and operational considerations; 
these are all necessary to protect the best interests of the community and to assure a 
development more compatible with surrounding properties and the overall pattern of 
development in the community, to secure an appropriate development in harmony with the 
General Plan, and to prevent or mitigate the potential adverse environmental effects of the 
subject recommended action. Therefore, the imposition of the included “T” and “Q” Conditions 
herein are in conformance with the public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good 
zoning practice. 
 
Development “D” Limitations 
 
The project site is located within the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan Area. 
The project site is split-zoned with the C4-1-CA and R4-1 Zones. The lots along Lankershim 
Boulevard – with addresses from 5041 to 5057 North Lankershim Boulevard - are zoned C4-
1-CA with a Community Commercial land use designation with corresponding zones of CR, 
C1, C1.5, C2, C4, RAS3, RAS4, P and PB. The unimproved vacant parking lot along Hesby 
Street – with an address of 11121 West Hesby Street - is zoned R4-1 with a High Medium 
Residential land use designation with corresponding zones of R4.  
 
The requested “D” limitation, which will apply to the entire Project Site, will limit the FAR across 
the site to 4.35:1 (approximately 108,391 square feet of floor area) in lieu of the 6:1 FAR 
otherwise permitted in Height District 2. As limited by the North- Hollywood Valley Village 
Community Plan, Community Commercial may only be zoned for Height District 1, except as 
otherwise permitted by Footnote 3, which specifies that the Community Commercial land use 
designation “Corresponds to an average Height District No. 1 with a maximum of Height 
District No. 2”. The proposed change from Height District 1 to 2 would be consistent with 
Footnote 3 and would enable the development of the mixed-use hotel project. The adoption 
of the “D” Development Limitation would further limit the maximum FAR on the project site to 
4.35:1 (approximately 108,391 square feet of floor area), as proposed. Additionally, the 
proposed 4.35:1 FAR would be consistent with (less than) the maximum 6:1 FAR otherwise 
permitted in Height District 2.  
 
The project is further similar in scale and in size to numerous other properties and 
developments in the immediate vicinity. The adjacent AVA Apartments to the north of the 
Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot mixed-use building with 156 residential apartment 
units and ground floor retail and restaurant uses. North of the AVA Apartments, across Otsego 
Street, is a newly constructed seven story, 87-foot apartment complex with 297 residential 
apartment units and 26,000 square feet of ground-floor retail. 



CPC-2020-6950-GPA-VZC-HD-CU-CUB-SPR F-13 

 
Accordingly, the project is consistent with the heights of multiple existing and recently 
approved buildings in the immediate vicinity, and the proposed FAR is well within the range 
of that permitted in the surrounding area. The recommended FAR would provide for public 
benefit and would be consistent with the overarching goals of the General Plan. As 
recommended, the “D” Development Limitations on the project site would limit the project to 
a maximum FAR of 4.35:1, ensuring that the project would maintain compatibility with the 
surrounding area and any future development. Therefore, the “D” Development Limitation 
would secure an appropriate development in harmony with the goals of the General Plan. 
 
Zoning Administrator Adjustment Findings  
 
For an adjustment from the zoning regulations to be granted, all three of the legally mandated 
findings delineated in Section 12.28 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code must be made in the 
affirmative. Following (highlighted) is a delineation of the findings and the application on the 
relevant facts of the case to same: 
 

5. The site characteristics or existing improvements do not make strict adherence to the 
zoning regulations impractical or infeasible, the project nonetheless conforms with the 
intent of those regulations.  
 
The project site is located on the corner that fronts westerly side of Lankershim Boulevard and 
the northerly side of Hesby Street. The project site is located within the North Valley – Valley 
Village Community Plan and consists of eleven lots measuring approximately 25,021 square 
feet (0.574-acres). There is a 20-foot public alley that separates the ten rectangular- shaped 
lots from the irregular-shaped lot. On January 12, 2022, the Advisory Agency approved 
Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 83142 for the merger of the public alley and the re-
subdivision all 11 lots into one (1) master ground lot of approximately 25,021 square feet and 
the dedication of a replacement alley. The Community Plan designates the ten rectangular-
shaped lots for Community Commercial uses, which accommodates the C4-1- CA zone. The 
Community Plan designates the irregular-shaped lot for High Medium Residential uses, which 
accommodates the R4-1 zone. The applicant has requested a General Plan Amendment to 
amend the land use designation of the R4 zoned lot for Community Commercial uses. The 
applicant has also requested a Zone Change to change the zoning of the R4 zoned lot to the 
C4 Zone. 
 
The project proposes the demolition of existing one-story commercial buildings and surface 
parking lots and the construction, use, and maintenance of a seven story, 88-foot high mixed 
use building with 125 hotel guest rooms and 8,900 square feet of restaurant and retail uses, 
encompassing approximately 108,391 square-feet of total floor area on an approximately 
25,021 square foot (0.574-acres) site The project will provide a total of 48 bicycle parking 
spaces, with short term spaces along Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby Street, and long-term 
spaces located along the Hotel’s ear entrance and subterranean parking level. Automobile 
parking will be provided on the ground floor and within one subterranean level of parking, for 
a total of 85 automobile spaces, including 9 spaces with electric vehicle (EV) charging 
stations, and 17 spaces that will be EV-ready.  

 
The project site is approximately 25,021 square feet and the proposed C4 zoning for the entire 
site allows a density of one guest room for every 200 square feet of lot area. This means that 
the maximum density allowed is 125 guest rooms. The applicant is proposing 158 guest rooms 
which is 33 more guest rooms than they are allowed based on the zoning of the site. The 
applicant has requested a Zoning Administrator’s Adjustment to decrease the lot area 
requirement per guest room from 200 square feet to 169.3 square feet to accommodate the 
158 guest rooms proposed for the project. The project site does not feature any characteristics 
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or improvements that make strict adherence to the zoning regulations impractical or infeasible. 
The project site is flat and irregular-shaped, but the approval of the Vesting Tentative Tract 
Map has consolidated all the previously existing lots into one large lot. This also means that 
the project site is no longer divided by alley that would make it more difficult to develop a 
single structure that maximizes the density allowed by the zoning of the site. The existing 
improvements on the project site will be demolished for the construction of the project. In 
addition, the characteristics of the site allow for a project of this size to be constructed without 
any deviations from the LAMC regulations, including density.  
 
The applicant has also erroneously utilized half of the lot area of the public alley adjacent to 
their site to increase the number of guest rooms to 133 guest rooms. Section 12.22 C.16 of 
the code allows applicants to utilize half of the area of any abutting alleys towards density 
calculations for dwelling units, but this allowance does not extend to guest rooms. The Zoning 
Administrator’s Adjustment does not allow for a modification of the lot area requirement for 
the zone as the applicants have requested but does allow for one additional dwelling unit or 
guest room if the modification is less than a 20 percent adjustment to the lot area requirement 
for the additional guest room. For example, if the project site was 25,180 square feet in size, 
the Zoning Administrator could approve a 126th unit because the density allowed would be 
125.9 guest rooms which means that the size of the site is within less than 20 percent of the 
lot area requirements for the 126th unit. However, the project site is only 25,021 square feet 
in size which means that the maximum density allowed is 125.1 units, so only 125 guest rooms 
are permitted. 
 
A project that is limited to 125 guest rooms would conform to the zoning regulations of the 
project site. The project, as proposed, does not conform with the zoning regulations nor with 
the intent of the zoning regulations because it proposes 33 guest rooms more than the number 
allowed. There are no site characteristics or existing improvements that make strict adherence 
to the zoning regulations impractical or infeasible. Therefore, this Finding must be denied. 
 

6. In light of the project as a whole, including any mitigation measures imposed, the 
project's location, size, height, operations and other significant features will be 
compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, 
the surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare, and safety. 
 
The project proposes the demolition of existing one-story commercial buildings and surface 
parking lots and the construction, use, and maintenance of a seven story, 88-foot high mixed 
use building with 125 hotel guest rooms and 8,900 square feet of restaurant and retail uses, 
encompassing approximately 108,391 square-feet of total floor area on an approximately 
25,021 square foot (0.574-acres) site. The project will provide a total of 48 bicycle parking 
spaces, with short term spaces along Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby Street, and long-term 
spaces located along the Hotel’s rear entrance and subterranean parking level. Automobile 
parking will be provided on the ground floor and within one subterranean level of parking, for 
a total of 85 automobile spaces, including 9 spaces with electric vehicle (EV) charging 
stations, and 17 spaces that will be EV-ready. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project is compatible with surrounding developments in terms 
of design, scale and uses, and it will provide a gradual transition and buffer between the 
surrounding residential neighborhoods, zones, and the Lankershim corridor. As mentioned, 
the proposed mixed-use hotel building proposes to have 7- stories, totaling 88 feet in height. 
The adjacent AVA Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot 
mixed-use building with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and restaurant 
uses. North of the AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, is a newly constructed seven story, 
87-foot apartment complex with 297 residential apartment units and 25,000 square feet of 
ground-floor retail. Immediately west of the Project Site is a two story, eight unit residential 
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condominium. To the south, is a two story Bank of America building and associated surface 
parking lot. Across Lankershim Boulevard to the east, one- and two story commercial buildings 
line the Lankershim corridor, transitioning to two - and three- story multifamily buildings (zoned 
R4) on the same block. 
 
To enhance the proposed mixed-use hotel project compatibility with adjacent properties, there 
will be a 23-foot rear yard setback along the westerly property line which includes half the 
width of the adjacent alley (10 feet) towards the rear yard setback, as per LAMC Section 
12.22.C.10. To the north, the ground floor will feature a 10-foot side yard setback in lieu of a 
zero-foot minimum for commercial uses – the residential floors above will also incorporate the 
10-foot setback as required by Code. Together, the setbacks will support landscaped buffers 
and shade trees enhancing the areas aesthetic appeal. The setbacks will also concentrate 
the hotels density, massing, and most intense uses on the corner of Lankershim and Hesby, 
creating a prominent and active urban corner away from the adjacent residential uses. 
 
Daily operations of the proposed mixed-use hotel project combined with its proximity to public 
transit will support the General Plan’s goal to increase the quality of life and safety for 
residents, visitors, and the larger community. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will have 
24/7 operations, and the retail and restaurant spaces will operate throughout daytime and 
nighttime. Together, these uses will increase safety and comfort in the area by having more 
“eyes on the street” at all times of the day. The project’s frontages will feature an upscale 
design with floor-to-ceiling glazing providing transparency into the hotel, restaurant, and retail 
uses that create a pleasant and inviting streetscape on North Lankershim Boulevard and West 
Hesby Street. The frontages will also provide increased lighting, visibility, and pedestrian 
activity along the commercial corridor and Community Center. Therefore, the project’s 
location, size, height, operations, and other significant features will be compatible with and 
will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding neighborhood, 
or the public health, welfare, and safety. 
 
Although this Finding is made in the affirmative, both the previous Finding and the following 
Finding must be made in the affirmative to approve the Zoning Administrator’s Adjustment. 
However, both of those Findings have been denied. 
 

7. The project is not in substantial conformance with the purpose, intent and provisions 
of the General Plan, the applicable community plan and any applicable specific plan. 
 
The project site is located on the corner that fronts westerly side of Lankershim Boulevard and the 
northerly side of Hesby Street. The project site is located within the North Valley – Valley Village 
Community Plan and measures approximately 25,021 square feet (0.574-acres). There is a 20-
foot public alley that separates the ten rectangular- shaped lots from the irregular-shaped lot. The 
project site is not located within the boundaries of any Specific Plan. On January 12, 2022, the 
Advisory Agency approved Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 83142 for the merger of the public 
alley and the re- subdivision all 11 lots into one (1) master ground lot of approximately 25,021 
square feet and the dedication of a replacement alley. The Community Plan designates the ten 
rectangular-shaped lots for Community Commercial uses, which accommodates the C4-1- CA 
zone. The Community Plan designates the irregular-shaped lot for High Medium Residential uses, 
which accommodates the R4-1 zone. The applicant has requested a General Plan Amendment 
to amend the land use designation of the R4 zoned lot for Community Commercial uses. The 
applicant has also requested a Zone Change to change the zoning of the R4 zoned lot to the C4 
zone. 
 
The project proposes the demolition of existing one-story commercial buildings and surface 
parking lots and the construction, use, and maintenance of a seven story, 88-foot high mixed use 
building with 125 hotel guest rooms and 8,900 square feet of restaurant and retail uses, 
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encompassing approximately 108,391 square-feet of total floor area on an approximately 25,021 
square foot (0.574-acres) site. The project will provide a total of 48 bicycle parking spaces, with 
short term spaces along Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby Street, and long-term spaces located 
along the Hotel’s rear entrance and subterranean parking level. Automobile parking will be 
provided on the ground floor and within one subterranean level of parking, for a total of 85 
automobile spaces, including 9 spaces with electric vehicle (EV) charging stations, and 17 spaces 
that will be EV-ready. 
 
As mentioned previously, the applicant has requested a General Plan Amendment to change the 
land use designation of the R4 zoned lot to Community Commercial uses and a Zone Change to 
change the zoning of the same lot to C4. This ensures that the entire site will allow the same land 
uses and have the same zoning. The project site is in the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
Community Plan, which includes Community Commercial land uses that correspond to the CR, 
C1, C1.5, C2, C4, RAS3, RAS4, P, and PB Zones. The zones that allow the highest density are 
the CR, C1.5, C2, C4, and RAS4 zones, all of which allow one guest room per every 200 square 
feet of lot area. The project, as proposed, includes 158 guest rooms which is inconsistent with the 
density allowed by the land use designation and the zoning of the project site. 
 
The project site is approximately 25,021 square feet and the proposed C4 zoning for the entire 
site allows a density of one guest room for every 200 square feet of lot area. This means that the 
maximum density allowed is 125 guest rooms. The applicant is proposing 158 guest rooms which 
is 33 more guest rooms than they are allowed based on the zoning of the site. The applicant has 
also erroneously utilized half of the lot area of the public alley adjacent to their site to increase the 
number of guest rooms to 133 guest rooms. Section 12.22 C.16 of the code allows applicants to 
utilize half of the area of any abutting alleys towards density calculations for dwelling units, but this 
allowance does not extend to guest rooms. In addition, the applicant has erroneously requested 
a Zoning Administrator’s Adjustment to decrease the lot area requirement per guest room from 
200 square feet to 169.3 square feet in order to accommodate the 158 guest rooms proposed for 
the project. The Zoning Administrator’s Adjustment does not allow for a modification of the lot area 
requirement for the zone as the applicants have requested, but rather the lot area requirement of 
an additional dwelling unit or guest room as long as the modification is less than 20%. For 
example, if the project site was 25,180 square feet in size, the Zoning Administrator could approve 
a 126th unit because the density allowed would be 125.9 guest rooms which means that the size 
of the site is within less than 20% of the lot area requirements for the 126th unit. However, the 
project site is only 25,021 square feet in size which means that the maximum density allowed is 
125.1 units so only 125 guest rooms are permitted. 
 
A project that is limited to 125 guest rooms would be in substantial conformance conform with the 
purpose, intent, and provisions of the General Plan and Community Plan. The project, as 
proposed, does not conform with the purpose, intent, and provisions of the General Plan and 
Community Plan because it proposes 33 guest rooms more than the number allowed. Therefore, 
this Finding must be denied. 
 
Conditional Use Permit for Hotel Findings 

 
8.  That the project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding 

neighborhood or will perform a function or service that is essential or beneficial to 
the community, city, or region. 
 
The project proposes the demolition of existing one-story commercial buildings and surface 
parking lots and the construction, use, and maintenance of a seven story, 88-foot high mixed 
use building with 125 hotel guest rooms and 8,900 square feet of restaurant and retail uses, 
encompassing approximately 108,391 square-feet of total floor area on an approximately 
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25,021 square foot (0.574-acres) site. The mixed-use hotel project frontages will feature a 
modern design with floor-to-ceiling glazing providing transparency into the hotel, 
restaurant, and retail uses. The frontages will provide increased lighting, visibility, and 
pedestrian activity along the commercial corridor. The pedestrian-oriented design of the 
proposed mixed-use hotel project combined with its proximity to existing public transit will 
support increased pedestrian activity, as well as shopping and dining in the surrounding area. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project is compatible with surrounding developments in 
terms of design, scale and uses, and it will provide a gradual transition and buffer between 
the surrounding residential neighborhoods, zones, and the Lankershim corridor. However, 
it is within 500 feet of the proposed mixed-use hotel project. As mentioned, the proposed 
mixed-use hotel building proposes to have seven stories, totaling 88 feet in height. The 
adjacent AVA Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot 
mixed-use building with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and 
restaurant uses. North of the AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, is a newly 
constructed seven story, 87-foot apartment complex with 297 residential apartment units 
and 25,000 square feet of ground-floor retail. Immediately west of the Project Site is a 2-
story, 8-unit residential condominium. To the south, is a two-story Bank of America 
building and associated surface parking lot. Across Lankershim Boulevard to the east, 
one- and two-story commercial buildings line the Lankershim corridor, transitioning to two- 
and three-story multifamily buildings (zoned R4) on the same block.  
 
The project proposes the redevelopment and replacement of parking lots and long-standing 
commercial buildings with a new mixed use hotel project. The proposed mixed-use hotel 
project will have 24/7 operations, and the retail and restaurant spaces will operate 
throughout daytime and nighttime. Together, these uses will increase safety and comfort 
in the area by having more “eyes on the street” at all times of the day. As a result, the 
proposed hotel enhances the built environment with the addition of a use that provides an 
additional layer of security to surrounding properties. 
 
In addition to enhancing the built environment, the proposed hotel also performs a function 
and provides a service that is beneficial to the community, city and region. The proposed 
mixed-use hotel project will further the development objectives of the North Hollywood – Valley 
Village area and surrounding communities as a major center of employment, tourism and 
lodging opportunities, dining, and retail services by providing a hotel and food service jobs 
near major transit and other employment centers, including nearby office buildings and retail 
centers. Additionally, the proposed mixed-use hotel project is in the NoHo Arts District within 
walking distance to dozens of entertainment and Community Commercial uses, including 
shopping and dining options. 
 
Together, the nearby residential neighborhoods, commercial, retail and the many nearby 
attractions in the Los Angeles area that attract tourists nationwide and from around the world 
generate a high lodging demand from out of-town friends, relatives, tourists, and business 
clients to the area. The demand for additional guest rooms is projected to continue, with an 
ever-increasing demand for hotels. In addition to the high demand for guest rooms to serve 
those visiting local businesses, family friends/relatives of those who live in the local area, and 
tourists to Los Angeles, the entire City of Los Angeles is experiencing an ever-increasing 
demand and a general shortage of hotel rooms.  
 
The project includes approximately thirteen new street trees (pink Trumpets Trees) along 
Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby Street and approximately nine trees on site. Other 
proposed plants along the perimeter of the building and interior of the property include the 
following: Desert Willow, Strawberry Trees, Forest Pansy Redbud, California Laurel, 
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Burgundy Cordyline, Snake Plant, Boston Ivy, Mirror brush groundcover, Natal Plum, Agave, 
Foxtail Agave, and Velvet Leaf Kalanchoe.  
 
The project is strategically designed to maintain privacy between the Hesby Condominiums 
by not placing windows and direct lines-of-sight closest to the Hesby Condominiums. All 
windows in this southwest portion of the building are obscured to face north and south, away 
from the Hesby Condominiums. Additional landscaping, including proposed Strawberry trees 
(capable of reaching 24-40 feet tall and 20-25 feet wide), will be added along the southwest 
portion of the building to further buffer light and noise, and improve the aesthetics between 
the proposed project and the Hesby Condominiums. 
 
In addition, as the City of Los Angeles prepares to host the 2028 Olympic Games, the demand 
for hotels is expected to significantly increase. Therefore, the proposed project performs a 
function and provides a service that is essential and beneficial to the local community, city 
and region by partially fulfilling an identified and compelling need citywide for more hotel guest 
rooms. 

 
9.  That the project’s location, size, height, operations and other significant features 

will be compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent 
properties, the surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare and safety. 
 
The project proposes the demolition of existing one-story commercial buildings and surface 
parking lots and the construction, use, and maintenance of a seven story, 88-foot high mixed 
use building with 125 hotel guest rooms and 8,900 square feet of restaurant and retail uses, 
encompassing approximately 108,391 square-feet of total floor area on an approximately 
25,021 square foot (0.574-acres) site. The mixed-use hotel project frontages will feature a 
modern design with floor-to-ceiling glazing providing transparency into the hotel, 
restaurant, and retail uses. The frontages will provide increased lighting, visibility, and 
pedestrian activity along the commercial corridor. The pedestrian-oriented design of the 
proposed mixed-use hotel project combined with its proximity to existing public transit will 
support increased pedestrian activity, as well as shopping and dining in the surrounding area. 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide amenities to visitors and serve the North 
Hollywood community. In addition, the proposed project will also be substantially similar in 
size to numerous other properties and developments in the immediate vicinity. The adjacent 
AVA Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot mixed-use 
building with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and restaurant uses. North 
of the AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, a newly constructed seven story, 87-foot 
apartment complex with 297 residential apartment units and 26,000 square feet of ground-
floor retail. Located within a half mile of the subject site are two hotels, the Lexen Hotel and 
the Colony Inn. 
 
The project is strategically designed to maintain privacy between the Hesby Condominiums 
by not placing windows and direct lines-of-sight closest to the Hesby Condominiums. All 
windows in this southwest portion of the building are obscured to face north and south, away 
from the Hesby Condominiums. Additional landscaping, including proposed Strawberry trees 
(capable of reaching 24-40 feet tall and 20-25 feet wide), will be added along the southwest 
portion of the building to further buffer light and noise, and improve the aesthetics between 
the proposed project and the Hesby Condominiums. There will be a 23-foot rear yard setback 
along the westerly property line which includes half the width of the adjacent alley (10 feet) 
towards the rear yard setback, as per LAMC Section 12.22.C.10. To the north, the ground 
floor will feature a 10-foot side yard setback in lieu of a zero-foot minimum for commercial 
uses – the residential floors above will also incorporate the 10-foot setback as required by 
Code.  Together, the setbacks will include landscaped buffers and shade trees enhancing the 
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areas aesthetic appeal.  The setbacks will also concentrate the Hotel Development’s density, 
massing, and most intense uses on the corner of Lankershim and Hesby, creating a prominent 
and active urban corner away from the adjacent residential uses. Therefore, the proposed 
project performs a function and provides a service that is essential and beneficial to the local 
community, city and region by partially fulfilling an identified and compelling need citywide for 
more hotel guest rooms. 

 
10. That the project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent and provisions of 

the General Plan, the applicable community plan and any applicable specific plan. 
 
The primary and most relevant element of the General Plan is the Land Use Element, which 
imposes zoning designations and development regulations for the entire City. The project is 
located within the North Hollywood- Valley Village Plan, which is one of 35 Community Plans 
which together form the land use element of the General Plan. The lots along Lankershim 
Boulevard – with addresses from 5041 to 5057 North Lankershim Boulevard - are zoned C4-
1-CA with a Community Commercial land use designation with corresponding zones of CR, 
C1, C1.5, C2, C4, RAS3, RAS4, P and PB. The unimproved vacant parking lot along Hesby 
Street – with an address of 11121 West Hesby Street - is zoned R4-1 with a High Medium 
Residential land use designation with corresponding zones of R4. The project site is not 
located within the boundaries of and is not subject to any other specific plan or community 
design overlay.  
 
The project is consistent with the following goals and objectives of the North Hollywood – 
Valley Village Community Plan: 
 
Objective 1: To coordinate the development of North Hollywood with other communities of the 

City of Los Angeles and the metropolitan area. 
 
Objective 4: To promote economic wellbeing and public convenience through: a) Allocating 

and distributing commercial lands for retail, service and office facilities, with adequate off-
street parking in quantities and patterns based on accepted planning principles and 
standards; retaining viable commercial frontages with provision for concentrated 
development and redesigning underutilized strip commercial zoning to more appropriate 
uses; and improving the appearance of commercial buildings along the major arteries. 

 
Objective 6: To make provisions for a circulation system coordinated with land uses and 

densities adequate to accommodate traffic; and to encourage the expansion and 
improvement of public transportation service. 

 
Consistent with Objective 1 of the North Hollywood Community Plan; the proposed mixed-use 
hotel project will further the development objectives of the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
area and surrounding communities as a major center of employment, tourism and lodging 
opportunities, dining, and retail services by providing a hotel and food service jobs near major 
transit and other employment centers, including nearby office buildings and retail centers. 
Additionally, the proposed mixed-use hotel project is in the NoHo Arts District within walking 
distance to dozens of entertainment and Community Commercial uses, including shopping 
and dining options. 
 
Consistent with Objective 4 of the North Hollywood- Valley Village Community Plan, the 
proposed mixed-use hotel project, with the requested entitlement, will promote the economic 
well-being through allocating commercial land and converting underutilized residential land 
for hotel, restaurant, and retail uses. The proposed project will include a hotel commercial 
use, a restaurant with outdoor dining on the ground floor extending up to Level two, a 
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restaurant on Level seven, and ground floor retail space fronting onto North Lankershim 
Boulevard. Expansive floor-to-ceiling windows on all commercial uses as well as an outdoor 
dining area will help to activate the Lankershim street frontage. In addition, the proposed 
mixed-use hotel project will promote the economic well-being and public convenience by 
providing prospective hotel and restaurant guests the opportunity to walk to nearby shopping, 
dining and entertainment destinations. Nearby destinations including the Television Academy 
and Saban Media Center campus, Laemmle NoHo 7 Theater, Lankershim Arts Center, 
Storytellers Theater and a variety of small and independent theaters, galleries, and 
restaurants that line Lankershim and Magnolia Boulevard. Thus, the proposed mixed-use 
hotel project creates an amenity as it provides much needed hotel rooms, retail, and 
restaurant uses within an established community close to public transit, helping to alleviate 
traffic congestion. 
 
The new mixed-use hotel will provide hospitality services and retail services to the North 
Hollywood – Valley Village community and valuable services for the region. The project will 
implement all required improvements along the project’s street frontages and will relocate and 
maintain the public alley, which will improve access and mobility for the community. The 
project will not significantly alter or impede mobility and will enhance mobility by providing 
enhanced and landscaped sidewalks and encouraging alternative modes of transportation by 
providing bicycle parking and services within an area well-serviced by transit. The project will 
also implement all required infrastructure improvements, such as utility improvements and 
connections, and will comply with all requirements of the applicable City agencies, including 
the Department of Water and Power and the Bureau of Sanitation. Therefore, the project is 
substantially compliant with the various elements of the General Plan 
 
Conditional Use Permit for Alcohol 
 

11. The project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood or will 
perform a function or provide a service that is essential or beneficial to the community, 
city or region. 

 
The site is located approximately 0.4-miles east of the 170-Hollywood Freeway, 1-block east 
of Vineland Avenue, and 2 blocks south of Magnolia Boulevard. The site is located within the 
North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan area, and within the southern portion of the 
NoHo Commercial and Art District Overlay (NoHo Arts District) which focuses on the 
intersection of North Lankershim Boulevard, Vineland Avenue, and Magnolia Boulevard. As 
such, the NoHo Arts District is a highly walkable community with many existing restaurants, 
retail, office, entertainment establishments, and surrounding residential uses. The hotel, 
restaurants, and retail store will function similarly to the existing commercial uses within 
proximity of the site. 
 
The mixed-use hotel project is in an area that is developed with similar uses, including 
restaurants and stores serving/selling alcoholic beverages, will be a compatible use that 
provides new lodging, dining, and retail amenities to residents, workers, and visitors to the 
North Hollywood – Valley Village area. The provision of a new quality establishment that is 
well-maintained and operated, with ample lighting and trained staff, will enhance the 
neighborhood’s aesthetics, convenience, livability, and security. With the hotel’s 24/7 
operating hours, the project will improve the security, lighting, and attractiveness of the 
location into the nighttime hours. As proposed and conditioned herein, the project would 
enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood and would provide a service 
that would be beneficial to the community. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project, including the request for on-site sales and dispensing 
of a full line of alcohol in conjunction with the operation of a new hotel and restaurants, will 
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enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood and will provide a service that 
is beneficial to the community. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will include 125 guest 
rooms and 8,900 square feet of commercial uses, consisting of a 5,200 square foot ground 
floor restaurant with outdoor dining on the ground floor and extending up to Level 2, a 1,500 
square foot ground floor retail space, a 2,200 square foot restaurant, and a swimming pool 
and associated deck area on Level seven.  Expansive floor to ceiling glazing on all commercial 
uses as well as outdoor dining areas will help to activate both the Lankershim and Hesby 
street frontages. 
 
This CUB request includes the following areas for the on-site sale and dispensing of a full-line 
of alcohol within the hotel: 

 

LOCATION DESCRIPTION FLOOR 
AREA 

Hotel Uses 
All 7 levels 

• Within all individual guest rooms containing mini-bars and 
room service 

• Ground floor lobby area 
• Level 2 conference room 
• Level 7 deck area surrounding the swimming pool 

99,491 sf 

Restaurant and 
Retail Uses 
Levels 1-2 and 7 

• Ground floor restaurant extending to Level 2 – 5,200 sf 
(Consisting of Ground floor – 3,200 sf extending up to Level 2 
– 2,000 sf for a total of 5,200 sf) 

• Ground floor retail – 1,500 sf 
• Level 7 restaurant 2,200 sf 

 
8,900 sf 

  TOTAL  
108,391 sf 

 
The request to sell alcoholic beverages within the following areas is intended to serve as an 
amenity for hotel guests, accessory to the operation of the hotel: 

• All  individual guest rooms containing mini-bars and room service; 
• Ground floor lobby area; 
• Level two conference room; and, 
• Level seven deck area surrounding the swimming pool 

 
The proposed restaurants and retail uses will serve hotel guests as well as the public.  The 
sale of alcoholic beverages will be an incidental amenity beneficial to the patrons of the 
operations including surrounding community members and tourists visiting the North 
Hollywood – Valley Village area and the NoHo Arts District. Furthermore, the restaurant will 
increase the dining options in and serve residents, workers, and visitors of the area. 
 
In addition, the area along Lankershim Boulevard offers pedestrian friendly and neighborhood 
serving uses that will allow the restaurant to enhance the existing neighborhood.  The 
restaurant enhances the character of this portion of Lankershim Boulevard and the North 
Hollywood area by bringing in a use that complements surrounding uses. 
 

12. The project’s location, size, height, operations and other significant features will be 
compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, 
the surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare and safety. 
 
The subject site is located at the northwest corner of Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby Street.  
The existing one-story building is constructed to the front property line facing Lankershim 
Boulevard. Properties along Lankershim Boulevard are zoned C4-1D-CA and are 
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characterized by a mix of commercial, retail, and residential uses.  Properties along Hesby 
Street are zoned R4-1-CA and are mostly characterized by multi-family residential buildings. 
Immediately north, abutting the project site, are the Ava apartments, an approximately five-
story high, 156-unit residential-mixed use project with ground floor retail. To the south of the 
site, across Hesby Street, is stand-alone two-story Bank of America building and a surface 
parking lot. Immediately to the west, abutting the project site, a is a two-story over one level 
of parking eight-unit condominium development. To the east, across Lankershim Boulevard, 
is a one-story multi-tenant mini-shopping center and a dental office. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project is compatible with and will not adversely affect or further 
degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare and 
safety.  The project site is located within the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan 
area and is in the southern portion of the NoHo Arts District.  The Community Plan encourages 
new commercial and residential uses in proximity to existing public transit that encourage uses 
and developments that improve the economic and physical condition of the Community Plan 
area and the NoHo Arts District.  The project site is an ideal location for the proposed mixed-
use hotel project as it is located on an existing commercial corridor near a variety of local and 
regional transportation opportunities and a variety of existing arts and entertainment related 
employment centers.  The project site is located close to many existing retail and restaurant 
establishments, providing hotel guests the opportunity to walk to their shopping and dining 
destinations.  By locating a mixed-use hotel close to major transit including rail and airport, 
job centers, and shopping areas, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will facilitate increased 
interaction with the community, bringing more people onto the street and providing more 
customers for existing and future local businesses. 
 
In addition, restaurants and hotels offering alcoholic beverages are consistent with the pattern 
of hotels in Los Angeles. The project provides nearby residents, hotel guests, and visitors the 
option of enjoying food and drink without having to drive elsewhere and adds appropriately to 
the mix of planned uses in the building and immediate vicinity. Therefore, the proposed 
location is well suited for the restaurant, in that it promotes livability and convenience for hotel 
patrons and furthers community and economic development both in the immediate 
neighborhood. 
 
Several conditions addressing operational issues are imposed to safeguard public welfare 
and enhance public convenience. This will ensure a use which will be desirable to the public 
convenience and the general welfare of residents, visitors, and workers in the North Hollywood 
area. The hotel and restaurants are expected to sell and service alcohol responsibly and will 
be required to adhere to all applicable governmental regulations. The applicant’s request is 
consistent and harmonious with the adjacent and surrounding uses. Therefore, as 
conditioned, the project’s location, size, height, operations, and other significant features will 
be compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the 
surrounding neighborhood, or public health, welfare, and safety of the immediate 
neighborhood. 
 

13. The project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent and provisions of the 
General Plan, the applicable community plan, and any specific plan. 
 
The General Plan is the City's roadmap for future growth and development. The General Plan 
Elements establish goals, policies, purposes, and programs that provide for the regulatory 
environment in managing the City, and for addressing environmental concerns and problems. 
Most of the policies derived from these elements are implemented in the form of Municipal 
Code requirements. The General Plan is comprised of the Framework Element, seven state-
mandated elements, and four additional elements.  
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The Land Use Element of the City's General Plan divides the City into 35 Community Plan 
areas. The subject site is located within the North Hollywood - Valley Village Plan Area and 
after the requested entitlements, designates the use of the entire property for Community 
Commercial land uses. The entire subject site will be zoned C4-2D-CA and will be consistent 
with the land use designation. Restaurants and hotels are permitted within the C4 Zone. The 
Community Plan text is silent with regards to alcohol. In such cases, the City Planning 
Commission must interpret the intent of the Plan.  
 
Approval of the conditional use permit request is consistent with the following purposes, 
objectives, and policies of the Community Plan: Purpose of the Community Plan:  
 

• Improving the function, design, and economic vitality of the commercial corridors.  
• Objective 4: To promote economic wellbeing and public convenience through 

allocating and distributing commercial lands for retail, service and office facilities, with 
adequate off-street parking in quantities and patterns based on accepted planning 
principles and standards; retaining viable commercial frontages with provision for 
concentrated development and redesigning underutilized strip commercial zoning to 
more appropriate uses; and improving the appearance of commercial buildings along 
the major arteries. 

 
The project will allow the proposed restaurant to add a desirable dine-in service and the sale 
of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption. The project furthers the function 
and identity of Lankershim Boulevard, a boulevard occupied mainly commercial and 
residential uses and contributes to the preservation of the area as there are no sustainable 
changes to the existing building. Thus, the project furthers the function and identity of 
Lankershim Boulevard and the North Hollywood – Valley Village area that blends in with the 
surrounding and existing community.  The project proposes a desirable commercial service. 
The project enables a desirable commercial pattern of zoning and land use that is consistent 
and compatible with other properties and uses in the surrounding neighborhood. Thus, the 
project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent, and provisions of the General Plan 
and Community Plan 
  

14. The proposed use will not adversely affect the welfare of the pertinent community. 
 
As conditioned, the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site 
consumption will not adversely affect the welfare of the pertinent community. Negative impacts 
commonly associated with the sale of alcoholic beverages, such as criminal activity, public 
drunkenness, and loitering are mitigated by the imposition of conditions requiring deterrents 
against loitering and responsible management.  Employees will undergo training on the sale 
of beer and wine including training provided by the Los Angeles Police Department 
Standardized Training for Alcohol Retailers (STAR) Program.  Other conditions related to 
excessive noise, litter and noise prevention will safeguard the residential community. 
 
The grant incorporates several conditions which have been imposed upon the restaurant use 
to maintain its compatibility with the character of the immediate neighborhood.  Should there 
be a change in the ownership and/or the operator of the business, the Zoning Administrator 
reserves the right to require that the new owner or operator file a Plan Approval application if 
it is determined that the new operation is not in substantial conformance with the approved 
floor plan, or the operation has changed in mode or character from the original approval.  Or, 
if at any time during the period of validity of this grant, documented evidence is submitted 
showing continued violation of any conditions of this grant resulting in a disruption or 
interference with the peaceful enjoyment of the adjoining and neighboring properties.  
Therefore, with the imposition of such conditions, the sale of a full line of alcoholic beverages 
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for on-site consumption and off-site consumption at this location will not adversely affect or 
further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, 
welfare and safety. 

 
15. The granting of the application will not result in an undue concentration of premises 

for the sale or dispensing for consideration of alcoholic beverages, including beer and 
wine, in the area of the City involved, giving consideration to applicable State laws and 
to the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control’s guidelines for undue 
concentration; and also giving consideration to the number and proximity of these 
establishments within a 1,000-foot radius of the site, the crime rate in the area 
(especially those crimes involving public drunkenness, the illegal sale or use of 
narcotics, drugs or alcohol, disturbing the peace and disorderly conduct), and whether 
revocation or nuisance proceedings have been initiated for any use in the area. 
 
According to the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) licensing criteria, 
four on-site and two off-site consumption licenses are allocated to the subject Census Tract 
(Census Tract 1254.04). Currently there are 18 on-site licenses and 2 off-site licenses in this 
census tract. The applicant’s request will result in an additional on-site license being added to 
the census tract for a total of 19 on-site licenses.  
 
According to statistics provided by the Los Angeles Police Department’s North Hollywood Vice 
Unit, within Crime Reporting District No. 1555, which has jurisdiction over the project site, a 
total of 514 crimes were reported in 2021 (425 Part I and 89 Part II crimes), compared to the 
citywide average of 149 offenses for the same reporting period.  Furthermore, the requested 
entitlement for a full line of alcoholic beverage sales that are incidental to the proposed hotel 
use is not anticipated to adversely affect crime rates. 
 
Concentration can be undue when the addition of a license will negatively impact a 
neighborhood.  Concentration is not undue when the approval of a license does not negatively 
impact an area, but rather such license benefits the public welfare and convenience.  The 
subject site is located within a Census Tract where the number of active ABC licenses 
exceeds ABC guidelines and is located within a crime reporting district where the crime rate 
exceeds the area average.  However, no evidence was submitted for the record establishing 
any link between the subject site and the area’s crime rate.  The project proposes the 
redevelopment and replacement of parking lots and long-standing commercial buildings with 
a new mixed use hotel project. Surrounding uses include restaurants, retail shops, and multi-
family residential buildings. The applicant is proposing a new mixed-use hotel that will activate 
currently vacant buildings along a busy commercial corridor in the North Hollywood area.  The 
sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site and off-site consumption 
in conjunction with the proposed restaurant will be an amenity incidental to the service of food. 
 
No live entertainment or dancing is proposed or permitted in conjunction with the hotel. The 
absence of these activities will ensure that the restaurant remains compatible with surrounding 
uses.  The conditions of the grant address loitering, public drinking, noise, safety, and security.  
As conditioned, allowing the sale of beer and wine for both on-site is not anticipated to create 
a law enforcement issue.  The grant will be an accessory use to a restaurant that will be an 
asset to the community and will not adversely affect the community welfare.  As a result, the 
instant grant will not result in an undue concentration of such licenses.  
 

16. The proposed use will not detrimentally affect nearby residentially zoned communities 
in the area of the City involved, after giving consideration to the distance of the 
proposed use from residential buildings, churches, schools, hospitals, public 
playgrounds and other similar uses, and other establishments dispensing, for sale or 
other consideration, alcoholic beverages, including beer and wine. 
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The proposed restaurant on Level one will have up to 110 seats in the indoor dining area, up 
to 24 seats in the outdoor dining area and up to 92 seats on the second floor.  The proposed 
restaurant on Level seven will provide up to 98 seats in the indoor dining area. No live 
entertainment of dancing is proposed or permitted on the premises.  An electronic device will 
be required to verify patron age, the restaurant will be required installation of surveillance 
cameras.  As conditioned and based on the mode and character of the business, the proposed 
use will not detrimentally affect adjacent residential uses.  
 
Sensitive Uses 
 
First Baptist Church 
United Mission Evangelical Church 
New Thought Spiritual Center 
Islamic Center of North Hollywood 
The Gathering Church 
Hands for Hope School 
Residential 
 

 
 
11210 Ostego St. 
11145 Morrison St. 
5112 Lankershim Blvd. 
5114 Vineland Ave. 
11020 W. Magnolia Blvd. 
11210 Ostego St. 
Hesby St., Huston St, Morrison St, Ostego St., 
Virginia Ave., Bakman Ave., Klump Ave., Fair 
Ave., Bellflower Ave., Morrison Ct., Hartsook 
St., Magonlia Blvd., Lankershim Blvd. 

  
Consideration has been given to the distance of the subject establishment from the above-
referenced sensitive uses. The grant has been well conditioned, which would protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the surrounding neighbors. The potential effects of excessive 
noise or disruptive behavior have been considered and addressed by imposing conditions 
related to noise and loitering. The project is consistent with the zoning and in keeping with the 
existing uses adjacent to the development. This project will contribute to the neighborhood 
and will serve the neighboring residents and the local employees as well as visitors. Therefore, 
as conditioned, the project will not detrimentally affect residentially zoned properties or any 
other sensitive uses in the area.  
 
Site Plan Review Findings 
 

17. The is in substantial conformance with the purposes, intent and provisions of the 
General Plan, applicable community plan, and does not conflict with any applicable 
regulations, standards, and any applicable specific plan. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project is in substantial conformance with the applicable 
purposes, intent and provisions of the General Plan and the North Hollywood – Valley Village 
Community Plan and the as follows: 
 
LAND USE ELEMENT (from General Plan Framework, Chapter 3, Land Use Goals, 
Objectives and Policies – Distribution of Land Use) 
 

GOAL 3A 
 

A physically balanced distribution of land uses that contributes 
towards and facilitates the City's long-term fiscal and economic 
viability, revitalization of economically depressed areas, 
conservation of existing residential neighborhoods, equitable 
distribution of public resources, conservation of natural resources, 
provision of adequate infrastructure and public services, reduction 
of traffic congestion and improvement of air quality, enhancement 
of recreation and open space opportunities, assurance of 
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The proposed mixed-use hotel project will be a well-designed upscale hotel offering 125? 
guest rooms (including double queen rooms, king rooms and suites) and approximately 8,900 
square feet of restaurant and retail space that will be complementary to the existing 
commercial corridors along Vineland Avenue to the east, Magnolia Boulevard to the north, 
and by providing a pedestrian-oriented project frontage along North Lankershim Boulevard.  
With the continued revitalization of the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan area 
as a major commercial hub for the arts and entertainment industry, and as the City of Los 
Angeles prepares to host the 2028 Olympic Games, the demand for hotels is expected to 
significantly increase.   
 
The project site is an ideal location for the proposed mixed-use hotel project as it is located 
on an existing commercial corridor, within 0.5 miles of multiple public transportation 
opportunities, within two miles of the Hollywood-Burbank Airport. The Project Site is also 
within walking distance of a variety of existing entertainment dining, shopping, and 
employment centers including the Television Academy and Saban Media Center campus, 
Laemmle NoHo 7 Theater, Lankershim Arts Center, Storytellers Theater and a variety of small 
and independent theaters, galleries, and restaurants that line Lankershim and Magnolia 
Boulevards. The project site is also located within the southern portion of the NoHo Arts 
District and near many existing retail and restaurant establishments, providing hotel guests 
the opportunity to walk to their shopping and dining destinations.  Beyond the immediate 
walkable neighborhood and corridors, the site is centered between several cities with major 
arts and entertainment employment centers such as the Television Academy and Saban 
Media Center Campus, Walt Disney Studios, Sony Pictures, CBS, ABC, Universal and Warner 
Bros. Studios in neighboring Hollywood, Burbank, Glendale, and Studio City. 
 
By locating a mixed-use hotel project close to major transit, job centers, and shopping areas, 
the proposed mixed-use hotel project will facilitate new opportunities for business travel and 
tourism, increased interaction with the community, and bringing more people onto the street 
and providing more customers for existing and future local businesses in the area. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project is located within in within a Transit Priority Area (ZI No. 
2452) which is defined as, “an area within one-half mile of a major transit stop that is existing 
or planned.”   Section 21064.3 of the Public Resources Code defines a “major transit stop” as 
a site containing an existing rail transit station or the intersection of two or more major bus 
routes with a frequency of service interval of 15 minutes or less during the morning and 
afternoon peak commute periods. Meeting this requirement, the Project Site is within 2,570 ft 
(0.48 miles), of the North Hollywood Station with connections to both the Metro Red rail line 
and the Orange Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line. The North Hollywood Station also provides 

environmental justice and a healthful living environment, and 
achievement of the vision for a more livable city. 

 
Objective 3.1 

 
Accommodate a diversity of uses that support the needs of the 
City's existing and future residents, businesses, and visitors. 

 
Objective 3.2 

 
Provide for the spatial distribution of development that promotes 
an improved quality of life by facilitating a reduction of vehicular 
trips, vehicle miles traveled, and air pollution. 

 
Objective 3.4  
 

Encourage new multi-family residential, retail commercial, and 
office development in the City's neighborhood districts, community, 
regional, and downtown centers as well as along primary transit 
corridors/boulevards, while at the same time conserving existing 
neighborhoods and related districts. 
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connections to several bus lines including Metro Routes 183, 224, 237, 501 and 656, all of 
which have stops within 800 to 1,000 feet of the Project Site. 
 

• Route 510 runs east to west along Magnolia Boulevard, connecting North Hollywood 
to Pasadena (with service intervals of 12 to 20 minutes during peak hours). 
 

• Route 224 runs north/south along Lankershim and connects the area northward to San 
Fernando and Sylmar. The closest bus stop for Route 224 is within 110 feet of the 
Project Site (with service intervals of 19 minutes average during peak hours). 

 
• Route 237 runs north/south along Lankershim, connecting Hollywood to North 

Hollywood to Granada Hills/Mission Hills (with service intervals of ~30 minutes during 
peak hours). 

 
• Route 183 runs east/west along Magnolia Boulevard, connecting Sherman Oaks to 

Glendale (with service intervals of ~50 minutes during peak hours). 
 

• Route 656 also runs north/south along Lankershim from West Hollywood northward to 
Panorama City. The closest bus stop for Route 656 is within 110 feet of the Project 
Site (with service intervals of 45 to 60 minutes during peak hours). 

 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project ‘s location in a transit rich corridor and near 
employment, retail, restaurants, and arts and entertainment uses will promote the use of 
transit and pedestrian trips in lieu of vehicular trips.  Prospective hotel and restaurant patrons 
will have increased opportunities to access alternate modes of transportation, which will 
contribute to the goal of reducing traffic congestion and improving air quality.     
 
For instance, the Metro Red Line North Hollywood Station is located less than one-half mile 
(2,570 ft or 0.48 miles) away from the Project Site.  From the station, the Metro Red Line is 
the 17-mile subway that runs from North Hollywood to Union Station in downtown Los 
Angeles, where it connects to the Blue Line rail and the Expo Line rail at the 7th/Metro Center 
Station and the Gold Line rail and Purple Line rail at Union Station.  The North Hollywood 
Station also serves the Orange Line, an 18-mile Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line that traverses 
the San Fernando Valley with connections to Warner Center and Chatsworth from the North 
Hollywood Station.  These Metro lines further connect to other points throughout the City, 
including Downtown Los Angeles and the greater Los Angeles area.   
 
Vehicular access to the proposed mixed-use hotel project will be provided by a 20-foot public 
alley with an entrance from Hesby Street leading to a porte-cochere drop-off area at the hotel 
lobby and reception area. The porte-cochere will provide safe and convenient off-street 
loading and waiting area for valet and various rideshare services such as Uber and Lyft. 
 
Consistent with the Objective 3.2 above, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide a 
total of 48 bicycle parking spaces, thus encouraging less reliance on the automobile, and 
resulting in a corresponding reduction in air pollution.  All bicycle parking spaces will be 
provided on the ground-floor, with short-term spaces lining the Lankershim and Hesby Street 
frontages, and long-term spaces located around the Hotel’s rear entrance and drop-off area. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide ground floor frontages on North Lankershim 
Boulevard and West Hesby Street, creating an active urban corner and a pedestrian-friendly 
environment for hotel guests and the surrounding community. The nearby retail, office, 
entertainment establishments, and surrounding residential uses will also facilitate pedestrian 
activity along the Lankershim corridor, creating a more vibrant and livable community.  
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COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL CENTERS (from General Plan Framework, Chapter 3, Land 
Use Goals, Objectives and Policies – Uses, Density, and Character) 
 
 

 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide a mixed-use property combining 125 guest 
rooms with approximately 8,900 square feet of pedestrian-oriented restaurant and retail 
spaces with frontages directly on North Lankershim Boulevard. In accordance with the 
“Community Center” land use designation and General Plan Table 3.1 – Land Use Standards 
and Typical Development Characteristics, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide 
commercial overnight accommodation, retail commercial, eating and drinking establishments, 
near existing public transit (including bus and rail). In addition to tourism and business-related 
travel, the proposed land uses and location of the mixed-use hotel project within the North 
Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan will serve the surrounding residential 
neighborhood with a diversity of land uses that provide employment opportunities, shopping 
and dining amenities, and encourage walking to and from adjacent neighborhoods. 
 

The proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide hotel rooms, restaurant and retail uses 
which meet the objective regarding reinforcing existing and encouraging the development of 
new regional centers. The  mixed-use hotel project proposes 125 new hotel guest rooms to a 
property that is well-equipped for such a use because the site is located in close proximity to 
employment, retail, restaurants, and arts and entertainment uses. The proposed mixed-use 
hotel project will help to ensure that North Hollywood has the hotel space necessary to attract 
business travelers and tourists to the area. 
 

GOAL 3 
 

Pedestrian-oriented, high activity, multi- and mixed-use centers 
that support and provide identity for Los Angeles' communities. 

 
Objective 3.9 
 

 

Reinforce existing and encourage new community centers, which 
accommodate a broad range of uses that serve the needs of 
adjacent residents, promote neighborhood and community activity, 
are compatible with adjacent neighborhoods, and are developed to 
be desirable places in which to live, work and visit, both in daytime 
and nighttime. 

 
Policy 3.9.1 Accommodate the development of community-serving commercial 

uses and services and residential dwelling units in areas 
designated as "Community Center" in accordance with Tables 3-1 
and 3-5. The ranges and densities/intensities of uses permitted in 
any area shall be identified in the community plans.. 

 
Policy 3.9.5 Promote pedestrian activity by the design and siting of structures 

in accordance with Pedestrian-Oriented District Policies 3.16.1 
through 3.16.3 

 

Objective 3.10 
 

Reinforce existing and encourage the development of new regional 
centers that accommodate a broad range of uses that serve, 
provide job opportunities, and are accessible to the region, are 
compatible with adjacent land uses, and are developed to enhance 
urban lifestyles. 
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Construction of the proposed mixed-use hotel project will create temporary construction jobs 
and permanent jobs will be created during operation of the hotel and restaurants.  The 
proposed mixed-use hotel project is compatible with surrounding developments in terms of 
scale, design, and uses, and it will provide a gradual transition and buffer between the 
surrounding residential neighborhoods, zones, and the Lankershim corridor.  The proposed 
mixed-use hotel project will have seven stories, totaling 88 feet in height.  The adjacent AVA 
Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 78-foot mixed-use building 
with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and restaurant uses. North of the 
AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, is a newly constructed seven story, 87-foot apartment 
complex with 297 residential apartment units and 26,000 square feet of ground-floor retail.  
Immediately west of the Project Site is a two story, eight-unit residential condominium. To the 
south, is a two-story Bank of America building and associated surface parking lot. Across 
Lankershim Boulevard to the east, one- and two-story commercial buildings line the 
Lankershim corridor, transitioning to two- and three-story multifamily buildings (zoned R4) on 
the same block. 
 
By its nature, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will facilitate an urban lifestyle which 
includes travel by foot, bicycle and public transit to and from nearby commercial, retail, 
restaurant and entertainment venues. Further, the proposed mixed-use Hotel Development’s 
restaurant and retail uses will reinforce the existing urban lifestyle in the North Hollywood – 
Valley Village area by providing new pedestrian-accessible destinations for existing residents, 
employees and visitors in the community. 
 
URBAN FORM (from General Plan Framework, Chapter 5, Urban Form and Neighborhood 
Design, Objectives and Policies – Citywide Form, Liveable Neighborhoods, Neighborhood 
Transitions, Pedestrian Orientation and Safety) 
 

Objective 5.2 
 

Encourage future development in centers and in nodes along 
corridors that are served by transit and are already functioning as 
centers for the surrounding neighborhoods, the community or the 
region. 
. 

 
Policy 5.2.1 
 

 

Designate centers and districts in locations where activity is 
already concentrated and/or where good transit service is, or will 
be provided. 

 
Policy 5.2.2 Encourage the development of centers, districts, and selected 

corridor/boulevard nodes such that the land uses, scale, and built 
form allowed and/or encouraged within these areas allow them to 
function as centers and support transit use, both in daytime and 
nighttime. 

 
Objective 5.5   
 

Enhance the livability of all neighborhoods by upgrading the quality 
of development and improving the quality of the public realm. 
 

 
Objective 5.7 
 

Provide a transition between conservation neighborhoods and their 
centers. 
 

Objective 5.8 
 

Reinforce or encourage the establishment of a strong pedestrian 
orientation in designated neighborhood districts, community 
centers, and pedestrian-oriented subareas within regional centers, 



CPC-2020-6950-GPA-VZC-HD-CU-CUB-SPR F-30 

 
Chapter 5 of the General Plan states, “Los Angeles is a city of culturally and physically diverse 
neighborhoods – the fundamental building blocks that comprise the physical City and define 
its form and character. Since residents spend a great deal of time in their individual 
neighborhoods and often identify more strongly with those areas than with the City as a whole, 
the physical design of these individual communities determines, to a rather considerable 
extent, residents' quality of life.” 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will support the General Plan’s goal to enhance urban 
form and quality of life for residents, visitors, and the larger community through its attractive 
architectural design, pedestrian-oriented frontages and uses. The hotel’s frontages will feature 
an upscale design with floor-to-ceiling glazing providing transparency into the hotel, 
restaurant, and retail uses that create a pleasant and inviting streetscape on North Lankershim 
Boulevard and Hesby Street. The frontages will provide increased lighting, visibility, and 
pedestrian activity along the commercial corridor. The pedestrian-oriented design of the 
mixed-use hotel project combined with its proximity to existing public transit will support 
increased pedestrian activity, as well as shopping and dining in the surrounding area.  
 
MOBILITY ELEMENT (Mobility Plan 2035) 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project is consistent and harmonious with the purposes and 
intent of the Mobility Plan 2035.  The proposed Development is in proximity to mass transit 
options and bicycle routes and will provide convenient access to these multi-modal 
transportation opportunities for pedestrians and bicyclists.  Various modes of travel are 
encouraged by the Mobility Plan 2035, including walking, biking and using public transit.  The 
following policies of the Mobility Plan apply to the proposed mixed-use Hotel Development: 
 

 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will promote equitable land use decisions that result in 
fewer vehicular trips by providing a mixed-use development that contains residential hotel 
rooms, commercial restaurants, and retail uses in a Transit Priority Area along major 
transportation corridors (Lankershim Boulevard, Vineland Avenue and Magnolia Boulevard) 
served by several modes of public transportation, including the Metro Red Line, Orange Line, 
and several MTA Bus lines.  On a regional level, the Hotel Development’s location and access 
to a transit rich corridor will provide convenient access to a variety of major employment and 
entertainment centers and destinations such as the Television Academy and Saban Media 
Center Campus, Walt Disney Studios, Sony Pictures, CBS, ABC, Universal and Warner Bros. 
Studios in neighboring Hollywood, Burbank, Glendale and Studio City.  
 

so that these districts and centers can serve as a focus of activity 
for the surrounding community and a focus for investment in the 
community. 
 

Objective 5.9  
 

Encourage proper design and effective use of the built environment 
to help increase personal safety at all times of the day. 
 

Policy 5.9.2 Encourage mixed-use development which provides for activity and 
natural surveillance after commercial business hours through the 
development of ground floor retail uses and sidewalk cafes. 

Policy 3.3 Land Use Access and Mix – Promote equitable land use decisions 
that result in fewer vehicle trips by providing greater proximity and 
access to jobs, destinations, and other neighborhood services. 
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The proposed mixed-use hotel project encourages a variety of alternative and active transit 
options by capitalizing on its proximity to public transit and the inclusion of on-site bicycle and 
electric vehicle spaces. The proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide a total of 48 bicycle 
parking spaces accessible from the ground floor, with short-term spaces lining the Lankershim 
and Hesby Street frontages, and long-term spaces located around the Hotel’s rear entrance 
and drop-off area.  Additionally, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will provide 10%, or 
nine spaces, of the required 85 automobile parking spaces with electric vehicle-charging 
stations (EVCS), and a total of 26 parking spaces that will be EV Ready (EVR). Altogether, 
these provisions are intended to drive down greenhouse gas emissions, vehicle miles 
traveled, and contribute to an environmentally friendly and pedestrian-oriented project and 
neighborhood. 
 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE NORTH HOLLYWOOD – VALLEY VILLAGE COMMUNITY 
PLAN 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel projects also in conformance with goals, policies, and 
objectives of the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan (Adopted May 14, 1996), 
as described below:  
 

 
Consistent with Objective 1; the proposed mixed-use hotel project will further the development 
of the North Hollywood – Valley Village area and surrounding communities as a major center 
of employment, tourism and lodging opportunities, dining, and retail services by providing 
permanent hotel and restaurant jobs close to major transit and other employment centers, 
including nearby office buildings and retail centers.  Additionally, the proposed mixed-use 
hotel project is located in the NoHo Arts District within walking distance to dozens of 
entertainment and Community Commercial uses, including shopping and dining options. 
 

Consistent with Objective 4 the proposed mixed-use hotel project will promote economic well-
being and public convenience through allocating commercial land and converting 
underutilized residential land for hotel, restaurant, and retail uses in quantities based on 
accepted planning principals and standards.   
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will include approximately 99,491 square feet of hotel 
uses and 8,900 square feet of commercial uses, consisting of a 5,200 square foot restaurant 
with outdoor dining on the ground floor and extending up to Level two, a 2,200 square foot 
restaurant on Level seven, and a 1,500 square foot ground floor retail space fronting onto 
North Lankershim Boulevard.  Expansive floor-to-ceiling windows on all commercial uses as 
well as outdoor dining areas will help to activate the Lankershim Boulevard street frontage. 
 
In addition, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will promote the economic well-being and 
public convenience by providing prospective hotel and restaurant guests the opportunity to 

Objective 1 To coordinate the development of North Hollywood with other 
communities of the City of Los Angeles and the metropolitan area. 

Objective 4 To promote economic wellbeing and public convenience through: 
a) Allocating and distributing commercial lands for retail, service 
and office facilities, with adequate off-street parking in quantities 
and patterns based on accepted planning principles and 
standards; retaining viable commercial frontages with provision for 
concentrated development and redesigning underutilized strip 
commercial zoning to more appropriate uses; and improving the 
appearance of commercial buildings along the major arteries. 
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walk to nearby shopping, dining and entertainment destinations. Nearby destinations including 
the Television Academy and Saban Media Center campus, Laemmle NoHo 7 Theater, 
Lankershim Arts Center, Storytellers Theater and a variety of small and independent theaters, 
galleries and restaurants that line Lankershim and Magnolia Boulevard. Thus, the proposed 
mixed-use hotel project creates a public convenience and amenity as it provides much needed 
hotel rooms, retail, and restaurant uses within an established community close to public 
transit, helping to alleviate traffic congestion. 
 

 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project is consistent with Objective 6 because it proposes to 
provide Hotel, restaurant, and retail uses in a designated Transit Priority Area along a major 
transportation corridor (Lankershim Boulevard) near retail, dining, and arts and entertainment 
destinations and in an area well-served by public transportation, including the Metro Red Line, 
Orange Line, and several MTA Bus Lines.  Therefore, the proposed mixed-use hotel project 
is designed to coordinate with the existing circulation system and will encourage hotel and 
restaurant guests to walk, bike or use public transportation.   
 
Footnote 3 of the North Hollywood – Valley Village Community Plan General Plan Land Use 
Map, which corresponds with the Community Commercial land use designation, provides: 
 

“Corresponds to an average Height District No. 1 with a maximum of Height 
District No. 2” 

 
The Project Site is located in Height District 1 which does not limit the height of a building; 
however the Floor Area is limited to 3:1 FAR for the R4 zoned lot and 1.5:1 for the C4 zoned 
lot.  The proposed Vesting Zone Change and Height District Change from the R4-1 zone and 
C4-1-CA zone to the C4-2D-CA will be designated across the entire Project Site.  The 
proposed "D" Limitation will allow a of 108,391 square feet (4.35:1 FAR) for the project site, 
in lieu of the 6:1 FAR otherwise permitted in Height District 2.   
 

The proposed mixed-use hotel project will comply with Objective 8 with appropriately designed 
and scaled signage to enhance and not detract from the character of the North Hollywood – 
Valley Village Community Plan and the commercial corridor. Signage will generally consist of 
business identification signs for the hotel, restaurant, and retail spaces. 

 
18. That the project consists of an arrangement of buildings and structures (including 

height, bulk and setbacks), off-street parking facilities, loading areas, lighting, 
landscaping, trash collection, and other such pertinent improvements that is or will be 
compatible with existing and future development on neighboring properties. 

 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will consist of a single structure, configured on site and 
designed in a manner that is compatible with the surrounding uses, structures, and the North 
Hollywood – Valley Village community as a whole. 
 

Objective 6 To make provisions for a circulation system coordinated with land 
uses and densities adequate to accommodate traffic; and to 
encourage the expansion and improvement of public transportation 
service. 

Objective 8 To improve the visual environment of the community and, in 
particular, to strengthen and enhance its image and identity. To 
discourage the distasteful array of signs and billboards located 
along the major arteries of the community. 
. 
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In terms of its size, height, massing and design, the proposed mixed-use hotel project will be 
compatible and complementary with adjacent properties to provide a gradual transition and 
buffer between the surrounding residential neighborhoods and zones, and the Lankershim 
commercial corridor. The proposed mixed-use project will have seven stories, totaling 88 feet 
in height. The adjacent AVA Apartments to the north of the Project Site consists of a five story, 
78-foot mixed-use building with 156 residential apartment units and ground floor retail and 
restaurant uses. North of the AVA Apartments, across Otsego Street, is a newly constructed 
seven story, 87-foot apartment complex with 297 residential apartment units and 26,000 
square feet of ground-floor retail.  Immediately west of the Project Site is a two story, eight-
unit residential condominium. To the south, is a two-story Bank of America building and 
associated surface parking lot. Across Lankershim Boulevard to the east, one- and two-story 
commercial buildings line the Lankershim corridor, transitioning to two- and three-story 
multifamily buildings (zoned R4) on the same block.   
 
To enhance the proposed mixed-use Hotel Development’s compatibility with adjacent 
properties, there will be a 23-foot rear yard setback along the westerly property line which 
includes half the width of the adjacent alley (10 feet) towards the rear yard setback, as per 
LAMC Section 12.22.C.10.  To the north, the ground floor will feature a 10-foot side yard 
setback in lieu of a zero-foot minimum for commercial uses – the residential floors above will 
also incorporate the 10-foot setback as required by Code.  Together, the setbacks will include 
landscaped buffers and shade trees enhancing the areas aesthetic appeal.  The setbacks will 
also concentrate the Hotel Development’s density, massing, and most intense uses on the 
corner of Lankershim and Hesby, creating a prominent and active urban corner away from the 
adjacent residential uses. 
 
The proposed mixed-used project’s frontages will feature an upscale design with floor-to-
ceiling glazing providing transparency into the hotel, restaurant, and retail uses that create a 
pleasant and inviting streetscape on North Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby Street. The 
frontages will also provide increased lighting, visibility, and pedestrian activity along the 
commercial corridor. The proposed hotel, restaurant and retail spaces will also serve as 
neighborhood amenities accessible to residents for dining, shopping and special events.  All 
night lighting is designed to be contained on-site, with no spillover to adjacent properties. 
 
The proposed mixed-use Hotel Development’s location in a transit rich corridor and near 
employment, retail, restaurants, and arts and entertainment uses will promote the use of 
transit and pedestrian trips in lieu of vehicular trips.  
 
Vehicular access to the proposed mixed-use hotel project will be provided by a 20-foot public 
alley with an entrance from Hesby Street leading to a porte-cochere drop-off area at the hotel 
lobby and reception area. The porte-cochere will provide safe and convenient off-street 
loading and waiting area for valet and various rideshare services such as Uber and Lyft, as 
well as the entrance to the Development’s subterranean parking garage, providing 80 of the 
Project’s 85 automobile parking spaces.  
 
In addition, the applicant proposes to vacate, merge, and dedicate the lower portion of this 
alley along the western portion of the Hesby lot in order to create one Master Lot for the Project 
Site.  The new alignment of the public alley will continue to provide access for all adjacent 
properties as well as access to the entrance of the new mixed-use Hotel development. 
 
The proposed mixed-use Hotel Development will also provide a total of 48 bicycle parking 
spaces, thus encouraging less reliance on the automobile, and resulting in a corresponding 
reduction in air pollution, noise, and traffic.  All bicycle parking spaces will be provided on the 
ground-floor, with short-term spaces lining the Lankershim and Hesby Street frontages, and 
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long-term spaces accessed from the Hotel’s rear entrance and drop-off area. Therefore, the 
project is or will be compatible with existing and future development on neighboring properties 

 
19. That any residential project provides recreational and service amenities in order to 

improve habitability for the residents and minimize impacts on neighboring 
properties. 
 
The proposed mixed-use hotel project will consist of 125 hotel rooms and approximately 8,900 
square feet of restaurant and retail space, consisting of a 5,200 square foot restaurant with 
outdoor dining on the ground floor and extending up to Level two, a 2,200 square foot 
restaurant on Level seven, and a 1,500 square foot ground floor retail space fronting onto 
North Lankershim Boulevard. Additionally, hotel guests will have access to a 745 square-foot 
conference room on Level two, and a 749 square-foot fitness center on Level seven, and a 
1,445 square-foot deck area and pool on Level seven. 
 
The project proposes the redevelopment and replacement of parking lots and long-standing 
commercial buildings with a new mixed use hotel project. The proposed mixed-use hotel 
project will have 24/7 operations, and the retail and restaurant spaces will operate 
throughout daytime and nighttime. Together, these uses will increase safety and comfort 
in the area by having more “eyes on the street” at all times of the day. As a result, the 
proposed hotel enhances the built environment with the addition of a use that provides an 
additional layer of security to surrounding properties. 
 
In addition to enhancing the built environment, the proposed hotel also performs a function 
and provides a service that is beneficial to the community, city and region. The proposed 
mixed-use hotel project will further the development objectives of the North Hollywood – 
Valley Village area and surrounding communities as a major center of employment, 
tourism and lodging opportunities, dining, and retail services by providing a hotel and food 
service jobs near major transit and other employment centers, including nearby office 
buildings and retail centers. Additionally, the proposed mixed-use hotel project is in the 
NoHo Arts District within walking distance to dozens of entertainment and Community 
Commercial uses, including shopping and dining options. 
 
Together, the nearby residential neighborhoods, commercial, retail and the many nearby 
attractions in the Los Angeles area that attract tourists nationwide and from around the world 
generate a high lodging demand from out of-town friends, relatives, tourists, and business 
clients to the area. The demand for additional guest rooms is projected to continue, with an 
ever-increasing demand for hotels. In addition to the high demand for guest rooms to serve 
those visiting local businesses, family friends/relatives of those who live in the local area, and 
tourists to Los Angeles, the entire City of Los Angeles is experiencing an ever-increasing 
demand and a general shortage of hotel rooms.  
 
The project includes approximately thirteen new street trees (pink Trumpets Trees) along 
Lankershim Boulevard and Hesby Street and approximately nine trees on site. Other 
proposed plants along the perimeter of the building and interior of the property include the 
following: Desert Willow, Strawberry Trees, Forest Pansy Redbud, California Laurel, 
Burgundy Cordyline, Snake Plant, Boston Ivy, Mirror brush groundcover, Natal Plum, Agave, 
Foxtail Agave, and Velvet Leaf Kalanchoe.  
 
The project is strategically designed to maintain privacy between the Hesby 
Condominiums by not placing windows and direct lines-of-sight closest to the Hesby 
Condominiums. All windows in this southwest portion of the building are obscured to face 
north and south, away from the Hesby Condominiums. Additional landscaping, including 
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proposed Strawberry trees (capable of reaching 24-40 feet tall and 20-25 feet wide), will 
be added along the southwest portion of the building to further buffer light and noise, and 
improve the aesthetics between the proposed project and the Hesby Condominiums. 
 
Therefore, the proposed project provides recreational and service amenities to improve 
habitability for the residents and minimize impacts on neighboring properties. 

 
Environmental Findings  

 
20. Environmental Finding. On August 19, 2021, a Mitigated Negative Declaration (ENV-2021-

6951-MND) was prepared and published for the proposed project. Based on the whole of the 
record before the lead agency including any comments received, the lead agency finds that 
there is no substantial evidence that the proposed project will have a significant effect on the 
environment. The attached Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the lead agency’s 
independent judgment and analysis. The records upon which this decision is based are with 
the Department of City Planning in Room 763, 200 North Spring Street. 
 
On January 12, 2022, the Deputy Advisory Agency approved Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 
83142 (map date-stamped October 28, 2021) and Mitigated Negative Declaration (ENV-2021-
6951-MND). The case was subsequently appealed and is scheduled for a City Planning 
Commission hearing on April 14, 2022. 
 

21. Flood Insurance.  The National Flood Insurance Program rate maps, which are a part of the 
Flood Hazard Management Specific Plan adopted by the City Council by Ordinance No. 
172,081, have been reviewed and it has been determined that this project is located outside 
of a flood zone. 


